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THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. 
No. 


‘“‘Afflictions cometh not from the dust.” 


‘*T know thy judgments, Lord, are right, 
Though they may seem severe: 

The sharpest sufferings I endure 

Flow from thy faithful care.” 


In the November number of the Magazine, we furnished our 
readers with some remarks on the providence of God, in relation 
to the perpetuity of modern civilization, endeavoring to show 
thereby that, but for the directing power of the great Ruler of na- 
tions, we could place no confidence in any existing barrier against 
the return of barbarism upon all mankind. , 

We will now offer a few observations, calculated to cheer the 
mourner, and encourage the desponding, upon another mode in 
which the Deity (our heavenly Father) exhibits his providential 
care, over the creatures of his hand. The substance of these ob- 
servations is contained in the following proposition:—that what we 
call afflictions, are a part of the great system of love, manifested iby 
God to man, and are intended for the accomplishment of wise 
valuable purposes, connected with the econcmy of redemption. 

Obvious as this doctrine may seem, to one familiar with the 
pages of divine revelation, it is not one which readily suggests 
itself to those who have no light, but that of nature. It may in- 
crease our regard for this truth, and for the Holy Book wherein it 
is revealed, to cast a rapid glance at the ideas which would natu- 
rally arise in the human mind, and which have been entertained, 
on the subject of those various afflictions, to which mankind are 
liable. 
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50 The Providence of God. 


Looking abroad upon society at large, or looking inward upon 
himself, every man perceives that the train of human events, and 
the course of his own experience, are composed of various, dis- 
similar, and seemingly discordant elements: of gladness and sor- 
row, of pain and pleasure, of prosperity and adversity, which pur- 
sue each other like sunshine and shadow across a summer land- 


scape. 
ar 2 ale every son and daughter of man, has the same lot fallen,— 
a lot of mingled joy and woe. Scarcely a day passes by, unmarked 
by this strange alternation, as though our good and evil genius were 
ever contending, and with fluctuating success, for the mastery. 
We know that hearts, which now beat high with hope, will soon 
be throbbing with anguish: while many an eye that to-day glistens 
with the drops of sorrow, shall to-morrow sparkle with the light 
of mirth. 

Behold the bounding step, and free spirit, and dauntless con- 
fidence of youth, springing thoughtlessly forward from the delights 
of the present,—and destined ere long to be overwhelmed with the 
storm of disappointment, and the deadening shock of despair. __ 

As in individual cases, so also is it with relation to whole com- 
munities:—the web of their destiny, to use the language of sorcery 
is composed of alternate threads of black and white, as though, 
while benevolence was weaving their fate, some malignant spirvt had 
jointly thrown the shuttle. 

Would it not be natural for us, on beholding such a state of 
facts, if we had none of the teachings of God’s word, to conclude 
that human events were under the direction of two supernatural 
beings, one of whom delighted in blessing, and the other in tor- 
menting us? It seems to us that this theory would be the first 
that pagan wisdom would suggest, in explanation of existing cir- 
cumstances. 

The keenest and most enlightened intellect, that ever studied 
the philosophy of life by the unaided guidance of his own genius, 
happened upon the correct doctrine in relation to affliction. Re- 
, buking the idle fables of the religion of his day, as set forth in the 
poets of Greece, Socraies, whose soul'seems to have been almost 
inspired, exclaimed—‘‘ If any one undertake to describe in poetry 
the sufferings of Niobe, or of others, let him not say that these 
are the doings of God;—or, if they be of God, we must perceive 
that there is a good reason for them, and must say that God did 
what was just and proper, and that they were benefited by being 
chastised: but we must not suffer a poet to say that they are 
miserable who are punished, and that their misery is of God. But 
if they say that the wicked needed correction, and that they were 
punished for theit benefit, we may permit such assertions. ’”* 

But most ancient philosophers and theologians mistook where 
Socrates judged rightly,—and the preciousness of our Scriptures 
is very strongly illustrated by the practical errors, into which men 
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The Providence of God, 51 


have been led by these mistakes, It cannot, therefore, be amiss 
to notice some of them. 

The theologians of ancient Persia, who founded a religious 
creed, under which millions and millions of our fellow-men lived 
and died, recognizing the agency of a divine power, in the course 
of human events; but feeling unable to reconcile with the charac- 
ter of one God the apparent contrariety of will exhibited in the 
alternation of happiness and misery, of good and evil, came to the 
conclusion that there were two Deities, possessed of similar but 
not equal powers, and of opposite and hostile principles and feel- 
ings,—the one being benevolent, but the other malevolent, and of 
course engaged in a continual struggle for mastery. ‘To the one 
who was benevolent, they referred every ‘‘ good and perfect gift,”’ 
which is given to man, regarding him as the fountain of light and 
truth and love. ‘To the other they looked, as the cause of ail the 
misery and suffering under which men groan, regarding him as 
the source of darkness, sinand woe. They fancied, therefore, that 
this world was the great battle-field, whereon the conflict between 
these two opposing Deities was waged, and that as the one or the 
other prevailed, mankind were blessed or cursed. 

In consequence of this error, the active religion of the Persians 
was singularly inconsistent and contradictory. At one time they 
would worship the Power of Darkness, endeavoring to propitiate 
his favor, and recommend themselves to the mercy of his hard 
heart. At another, they offered sacrifice and thanksgiving to the 
Prince of Light, for his affectionate care and protection. But at 
no moment could they feel safe. ‘Tossed forever about, like a 
tempest-worn sailor, on a sea of doubt and perplexity, their life 
must have been one of incessant dread and alarm. This pro- 
tracted warfare between their gods, they supposed would con- 
tinue for the period of twelve thousand years, when benevolence 
should triumph over malignity, and the virtuous soul be forever 
ransomed from its sufferings. 

Another historical example may not be deemed impertinent to 
this subject; inasmuch as we shall be led to regard with increased 
thankfulness our own blessed faith, by every contrast that can be 
drawn between it and the imperfect religion of others. 

Our ancestors, the Scandinavian tribes of northern Europe, 
adopted a creed somewhat similar to that of Persia. They per- 
sonified and deified the principle of evil, as well as the principle of 
good, and imagined that each of these was ever laboring, through 
the agency of countless inferior gods, to influence mankind,—the 
one doing all in his power to render them virtuous, and happy, 
and the other inflicting upon them every form of evil, and inciting 
them to sin. 

The prince of evil, whom they called ‘‘ Loke,’’ they represented 
as fair and beautiful, in his external appearance,—but filled with 
satanic malice and cruelty; thus giving him a character not un- 
like that of the great adversary of Christianity. From the names 
given to his family and messengers, we gain a clear idea of his 
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52 The Providence of God. 


imagined character and influence. His wife was called ‘‘ the 
message of evil,’’-—his daughter, who kept the infernal world, was 
named Hell, her abode ‘‘ Grief,”’ her couch ‘‘ Disease,’’ her table 
‘** Hunger,” her messengers ‘‘ Lethargy and Delay.” 

It was believed that the powers of darkness would prevail, 
finally, over those of light, and acquire supreme control through- 
out the universe: that they would then exterminate the miserable 
race of man, annihilate the world, assail and penetrate the abodes 
of bliss, destroy the souls of the righteous, and overwhelm the 
benevolent deities themselves. From this terrible catastrophe 
they supposed that only two individuals should escape, and that 
with them the whole work ef creation would be once more com- 
menced. | 

The Christian heart, smitten with the horrors of this dreadful 
creed, bleeds for the wretchedness of its disciples. What deep 
and unmitigated distress must have been the lot of the poor Scan- 
dinavian, who, in this world, found himself, as he supposed, per- 
secuted by the malice of the gods of cruelty,—harassed with 
disease, misfortune, and every other form of human suffering, and 
then looked forward, at the best, to a transient reward, in a heaven 
from which he was soon to be expelled, and his mournful course 
closed in the gulf of annihilation! Such a faith as this, only adds 
to the miseries of life : it is a curse instead of a blessing; and yet 
hundreds of thousands, of our very ancestors, perished under its 
dreadful prevalence. : 

And now, cannot we turn from these sad spectacles, ‘‘ with 
joy unspeakable,”’ to our heaven-bern doctrine of the providence 
of God ;—+o the belief that our heavenly Father directs, in infinite 
love, the whole course of events;—that not a sparrow, nor a hair 
of our heads, falls to the ground unnoticed;—that what we call 
affliction, as well as prosperity, is intended to operate in such a 
manner upon our spiritual character, as to fit us for the joys to 
come, by a purification, as it were, of both fire and water; and 
thus by virtue of the grace of the Gospel, work out for us ‘‘a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory? ”’ 

By our faith ‘‘ the victim of sorrow is assured that God exercises 
his parental wisdom and kindness in afflicting his children; that 
this necessary discipline is to refine and exalt them, by making 
them partakers of his holiness; that he mercifully regards their 
weakness and pains, and will not let them suffer beyond what they 
shall be able to bear; that their great Leader has suffered for them 
more than they can suffer: that this short life was not meant so 
much to give them joy, as to prepare them for it; and that patient 
constancy shall receive a resplendent crown.”’* 

Had not revelation informed us that ‘‘ those whom the Lord 
loveth, he chasteneth,”’ we might have learned, from both expe- 
rience and observation, the sweet uses of bitter afflictions, which, 
like unpleasant medicine, produce healing to our moral natures, 
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The Providence of God. 53 


and purify the soul. Had we never been informed, that ‘‘it is 
better to go to the house of mourning, than the house of feasting,” 
we might not have become aware, that such is human nature, the 
brightest excellence, and the loftiest virtue, cannot be learned or 
acquired, except in the school of affliction. That, even as the 
purple wine gushes not forth, until the grape be crushed,—so the 
full capacity of our fellow-men for excellence, is never developed, 
except by the crushing force of sorrow: that, as the richest odors 
exhale their fragrance, only when the vessel that contains them is 
broken, so the heart of man sheds not its full measure of virtue, 
except when broken and contrite before God. Such being the 
fact, we find no difficulty in considering even calamity a blessing 
and the scourge of sorrow a benefit, to such as know how to un- 
derstand and improve them. 

The word of God enforces the teachings of experience and ob- 
servation, respecting the uses of affliction; while it informs us of 
a certainty, that affliction is of God, and is not merely calculated, 
but intended, to elevate the soul above the vanities of earth and 
time, and teach it to lay up for itself treasures inheaven. Through 
the deepest darkness, and the blackest cloud,—nay, in them, the 
believer in scripture beholds the revelation of a benevolent and 
beneficent Being, breaking upon the eye of faith, as bursts the 
star-light upon the vision of the wandering mariner storm-tossed 
on an unknown ocean. In every sigh of distress, in every groan 
from the racked bosom of pain, he hears ‘‘ the still small voice ”’ 
of God, whispering in tones of heavenly melody, ‘‘ Whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son that he re- 
ceiveth!? Thus beholding, hearing and believing, the Christian 
is ready to exclaim, 

** In every joy that crowns my days, 
In every pain I bear, — 

My heart shall find delight in praise, - 
Ur seek relief in prayer! ”” 

Do we ever murmur at the dispensations of God? Strange 
creatures that we are! We complain of a dispensation of love, 
of infinite love, guided by infinite knowledge and wisdom! To 
murmur thus is, in effect, complaining that God leaves us not to 
the sole direction of our own finite knowledge, of our own earthly 
impulses. If such be our feelings it is, 

vain we tune our formal songs ;— 
In vain we strive to rise:— 


Hosannas languish on our tongues, 
And our devotion dies! ”’ 


But it is far’ more easy to give a full assent to the proposition that 
God’s afflictive providences are intended for our religious good, 
than to learn from each one of them, as they occur, the particular 
lesson which our Father would have us derive therefrom. That 
it is important for us to arrive at this knowledge, will be manifest 
to any one who will state in plain terms the truth of our doctrine. 
In plain terms that doctrine is—‘‘ that God is, day by day, making 
to us a revelation of his holy will!” 
5* 


4 
| 
eat 
: 
4 
‘ 
> 
ry 
Nee 
age 
aa 
oe 
i 
i 
ow. 
— 
" 
4 
‘ 
pit 
£, 
4 
4 
x 
¢ 
‘bee 
ete 
‘ 


1 


2 


= = 


y 
- 


= 


| 
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Tremendous thought! The dazzling vision of His glory— 
the shechinah —which was revealed to his ancient stieathodd is 
not, indeed, before our eyes: but, nevertheless, the Omnipotent 
Jehovah i is, daily, addressing us. From the clouds and darkness 
which surround his throne, comes his reverend voice; and yet how 
re ardless are we of his messages, how deaf to his communications! 

‘hou, God, seest us,”’ is the living truth, and enters into the 
belief of every pious man: but vastly more solemn is the truth 
** Thou, God, art, day by day, and hour by hour, revealing to us 
thy holy will!” 

We shall leave to our readers the duty of applying to their re- 
spective cases the above truth,—hoping that to them will never be 
addressed the awful declaration—‘‘ I have called, and ye have 
refused: I have stretched out my arm, and ye have not regarded; 
and, behold! now will I laugh at your calamity, and mock when 
your fear cometh! J. A. B. 


BAPTIST PERIODICALS IN THE UNITED STATES. 


MONTHLY. 


American Baptist Magazine, Boston, Mass. 
Sabbath Schoo! ‘Treasury, 


Baptist ‘Tract Magazine, Philadelphia, Penn. 
SEMI-MONTHLY. 
Baptist Banner, Frankfort, Ken. 
WEEKLY. 
Zion’s Advocate, Portland, Me. 


Concord, N. H. 
Boston, Mass. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Brandon, Vt. 

New York, N. Y. 
Utica, N. Y. 
Philadelphia, Penn. - 
Richmond, Virg. 


New Hampshire Baptist Register, 
Christian Watchman, 

Christian Secretary, 

Vermont Telegraph, 

N. Y. Baptist Repository, 

N. Y. Baptist Register, 

Christian Gazette, 

Religious Herald, 


Baptist Recorder, Newburn, N.C. 
Southern Baptist, Charleston, 8. C. 
Christian Index, Washington, Geo. 


Cross and Baptist Journal, 
The Pioneer and Western Baptist, 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Rock Spring, [!linois. 


The average circulation of these journals, is about 1500 copies. The price of the 
American Baptist Magazine, is $1.50 per annum. The price of the weekly papers, 
equal i» size to the mst respectable political papers, is generally $2.50, or $2.00 
per annum. The Treasury circulates over 3000 copies. 
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TO THE BAPTIST CHURCHES IN THE EASTERN STATES. 


At a quarterly meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Western Baptist Educational Assuciation, held this day at the 
Baldwin Room. | 


Resolved, That the Corresponding Secretary be requested to prepare a Circular, 
calling the attention of young peopie in Baptist Churches in the Eastern States, 
to the importance of furnishing the mighty West, with the means ot instruction; 
and that it be signed officially in behait of this Committee. 

Attest, 


JONA. ALDRICH, Rec. Sec. 
Boston, Dec. 1, 1834. 


Dear Christian friends;—In conformity to the preceding reso- 
lution, permit me to address you in behalf of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Western Baptist Educational Association, on the 
importance of Education to the Western States,—a subject deeply 
interesting to us all, both as American citizens, and Christian phi- 
lanthropists. 

The ample valley of the Mississippi, embracing two thirds of the 
territory of the United States, and numbering already more than 
four millions of inhabitants, presents a most inviting field of in- 
tellectual and moral culture. The destitution of this fair portion 
of our country has often been exposed to the public view; but 
it is believed, that it has not yet made that deep impression on the 
religious community, which it should have done. 

fi he God of nature has most liberally spread out his bounty over 
this section of our land; and by the salubrity of its clime, and the 
luxuriance of its soil, thousands from all parts of the Union, and 
from almost every country in Europe, are induced to settle on its 
fertile plains. 

While these extensive States and territories are increasing in 
population with rapidity unparallelled in the history of a new coun- 
try, their moral and literary improvement has by no means kept 
pace with their growth. Thesmall number of schools in the West 
is truly lamentable; and the ignorance and vice in which the 
children grow up, is the necessary and sad consequence. In the 
populous States of Ohio, and Kentucky, it appears, from authentic 
accounts, that one third of the children are entirely destitute of 
education. In the state of Indiana, which now numbers almost 
half a million, not more than one third of the ogy under 21 years 
are capable of reading; and in the State of Illinois, the very gar- 
den of the West, we are assured that ‘‘ not one female in ten in the 
whole State cAN READ.” | 

Other portions of .this wide-spread vale are equally and even 
more destitute. How affecting to think of hundreds of thousands 
of the dear youth, the hope of our country, growing up in ignorance 


and vice, with none to care for them, or to open to them the 
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stores of knowledge, and instruct them in the great things which 
relate to their tuture weltare! 

‘The hundreds of rapidly rising villages ia this western land, 
offer the most advantageous openings tor the establishment of 
schools of every grade; where young men and women, of compe- 
tent attainments aud ardent piety, migut obtain situations, in which 
they couid accompiish, it is presumed, a iarger amount of good 
than in any other capacity. ‘Lhey wouid be cordially received by 
many generous individuals, who are anxious to see the West ele- 
Vated to a participation in the improvements so amply enjoyed in 
the Kast. 7 

When we consider the worthy enterprize in which multitudes 
are engaged, in sending the gospel to the heathen abroad; and 
their lavor to instruct the chudien of the red men of the Western 
wilds,—we are ready to ask, Shall tour millions of our own citizens 
in the very heart of vur country, be overlooked? Shall more than 
a million of children, who will have a vuice in the councils of the 
nation, and whose impress must be stawwped upon tuture genera- 
tions, be almost entirely neglected? Fatriotism and religious 
principles both forbid it. , | 

The etiorts made by the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society, in behalf of the west, are praiseworthy: but the field is 
wide, aud calls for additional laborers. in the West, there are a 
thousand destitute Baptist churches, and more than a thousand 
towns and villages, where there is no stated worship. Could 
schools be established in these places, and the children be instruct- 
ed through the week, and collected on the Sabbath for a Sabbath 
school exercise, incalculable good might be expected to result. 
The Missionary Society can send forth only ordained ministers: 
but the business to which we invite you, is a service in which 
young men, and young women, as teachers of schools, may en- 
gage with great promise of usefulness. It is presumed there are 
youth in almost all our churches, who are qualified to instruct, 
and who feel solicitous to be useful to their fellow-creatures, by 
aiding in the diffusion of light and knowledge: to such the appeal 
is now solemnly made. 

Dear brethren and sisters, we beseech you to lay this subject 
upon your consciences, and ask yourselves, is not this the path of 
duty, which Divine Providence is pointing for me to pursue? Do 
you wish to promote the present and future interest of your fellow- 
beings? Have you an ardent desire to serve your country in the - 
best possible way? Hear, then, the cry from the Western Valley, 
and go over and help them. 

Teachers are wanted to commence classical, as well as common 
and primary schools; persons who have had some experience in 
teaching, and who are acquainted with Sabbath schools, and Bible 
classes, are particularly requested to offer themselves for this impor- 
tant and interesting work. All communications should be address- 
ed to the Corresponding Secretary, at Cambridgeport, (Mass.) | 
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Faith Triumphant. 57 


Religious families purposing to move to the West, who are 
willing to take females under their protection during the journey, 
are requested to give notice of the fact to the Secretary, and of 
the time of their expected removal. 


In behalf of the Executive Committee of the Western Baptist 
Educational Association. 


Bera Jacogs, Cor. Sec. 


Cambridgeport, Mass. 
Henry Jackson, Chairman. 


Editors of Baptist papers are requested to publish the preceding Address. 


The annexed feeling and beautiful lines are said to have been written by a young 
English lady, who had experienced much affliction. ‘There is a devotedness, a spirit 
of religion running through it, which cannot fail to touch the most obdurate heart. 


FAITH TRIUMPHANT. 


Jesus—I my cross have taken, 
All to leave and fullow thee; 
Naked, poor, despis’d, forsaken, 

Thou, from hence my all shall be. 
Perish, every fond ambition; 
All I’ve sought, or hop’d or known ;— 

Yet how rich is my condition; 
God and heav’n are all my own! 


Let the world despise and leave me; 
They have left my Saviour too: 
Human hopes and looks deceive me; 
Thou art not, like them, untrue: 
And whilst thou shalt smile upon me, 
God of wisdom, love and might, 
Friends may hate, and foes may scorn me; 
Show thy face, and all is right. 


Go, then, earthly fame and treasure; 
Come disaster, scorn and pain; 
In thy service pain is pleasure, ' 
With thy favor loss is gain: 
I have call’d thee Abba Father; 
I have set my heart on thee; 
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather ; 
All must work for good to me! 


Soul, then know thy full salvation; 
Rise o’er sin, and fear, and care; 

Joy to find, in every station, 
Something still to do or bear: 

Think what spirit dwells within thee ;— 
Think what heavenly bliss is thine; 

Think that Jesus died to save thee; 
Child of heav’n canst thou repine? 


- Haste thee on from grace to glory, 

_ Arm’d by faith, and wing’d by prayer; 

Heaven’s eternal day’s before thee, 
God’s own hand shall guide thee there: 

Soon shall close thy earthly mission, 
Soon shall thy pilgrim-days ; 

Hope shall change to glad fruition, 
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise! 
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58 Baptist Literary Institutions. 


BAPTIST LITERARY INSTITUTIONS. 


One of the most pleasing features of the times, and one full of rich promise for the 
future, is the attention paid to the subject of education by our Christian brethren. 
And not the least encouraging circumstance, is, that the influence of Christianity is 
made so extensively to mingle with and qualify the pursuit of learning. Most truly 
and beautifully has it been said, ‘‘ The key of knowledge will avail us little, unless it 


- Open to us the unsearchable riches of Christ.’’ 


We have taken some pains to ascertain the number, names, and location, of the 
literary institutions established by our denomination in this country, and we give the 
following as the result of our inquiries. It may be imperfect; but, as far as it goes, 
we believe it is correct. 


Newton Theological Institution, Newton, Mass. 

Hamilton Theological Seminary, Hamilton, N. Y. 
Haddington ‘Theological Institution, Philadelphia, Penn. 
Virginia Baptist Seminary, Richmond, Virg. 

Furman Theological Institution, High Hill of Santee, S. C. 


These five are designed wholly or chiefly for such as are in preparation for the 
Christian Ministry. 


Brown University, Providence, R. I. 
Waterville College, Waterville, Me. 
Columbian College, Washington, D.C. 
Granville College, Granville, Ohio. 
Georgetown College, Georgetown, Ken. 


Some of those which follow, have a theological department connected with the 
classical. 


Union Academy, Kennebunk, Me. 

New Hampton Institution, New Hampton, N. H. 
Rockingham Academy, Hampton Falls, N. H. 
Middleborough Academy, Middleborough, Mass. 
South Reading Academy, South Reading, Mass. 
Franklin Academy, Shelburne Falls, Mass. 


Worcester High School, Worcester, Mass. 
Charlestown Female Seminary, Charlestown, Mass. 
Connecticut Baptist Institution, Suffield, Conn. 
Vermont Baptist Institution, Brandon, Vt. 
Bennington Acadeiny, Bennington, Vt. 
New Jersey Classical Institution, Plainfield, N. J. 
Wake Forest Institute, Wake Forest, N. C. 
Mercer Institute, Greensborough, Geo. 
Alabama Baptist Seni Labor School. Greensborough, Ala. 
Alton Seminary, _ Alton, Ilinois. 


Measures, we believe, are in operation to get up similar institutions in Tennessee, 
and Indiana, It was also decided at the last General Convention of Western Bap- 
tists at Cincinnati, to establish a grand Central seveem Seminary for the West, 
though the place of location is not yet determined. 
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REVIVALS IN LITERARY INSTITUTIONS. 


Besides the revival in Brown University, noticed by us some time ago, in which 
about 30 young men became subjects of personal piety, we have to record, with grati- 
tude and joy, the Divine favor in several other of our literary institutions. 

The first term of the Rockingham Academy, just closed, was favored by the con- 
yersion of two or three of the students. At New Hampton, the last term, not far 
from 20, in the female department, became hopefully pious. In the Worcester High 
School, 10or 12. In the Franklin Academy, Shelburn Falls, (Mass.) not far from 40. 
In South Reading Academy, 2 or 3. In the Wake Forest Institute, (N. C.) 10 or 12. 
In the Mercer Institute, Greensborough, (Geo.) from 30 to 40. Making, inall, in one 
year, about 150, who, in pursuing their course of education, have found the Saviour of 
sinners. 

Will not Christians, then, fervently unite in the Annual Concert of Prayer for Col- 
leges and Literary Institutions, on the last Thursday in February? Will they 
not feel authorized, by the exhibitions of Divine mercy the year past, to pray in faith? 

We copy the following valuable and encouraging facts from the Boston Recorder 
of last year. 


PRAYER FOR COLLEGES. 


The last Thursday in February being the day devoted exten- 
sively to prayer for the Colleges, we have looked into our files, as 
far back as 1825, for the purpose of collecting some facts that 
may be gratifying and useful to our readers, and the contempla- 
tion of which may tend to excite a spirit of more earnest and be- 
lieving prayer on the occasion. 

It appears that in 1820—21, through the labors of the Agent of 
the American Education Society, a mass of valuable information 
was communicated to the public, and a spirit of prayer on behalf 
of our Colleges awakened among the churches. In those years 
there were revivals in many of our Seminaries of learning, among 
which were Brown and Ohio Universities, and Dickinson, Hamii- 
ton, Jefferson, Middlebury, Yale, and Dartmouth Colleges. En- 
couraged by these circumstances, several judicious and devoted 
Christians, in different places, were led to devote the last Thursda 
in February (1823) to prayer for the effusion of the Holy Spirit 
upon our literary institutions. The day was observed in many of 
the Colleges, in one of which at least a revival immediately fol- 
lowed. ‘The day has since been observed, every year, and more 
and more extensively, to the present time. 

In 1825, there were revivals in Yale, Williams, Middlebury, and 
Hamilton Colleges. An account from Middlebury says, ‘‘ Seven- 
teen students give good evidence of having experienced a saving 
change. ‘The number now of those who feel no solicitude is very 
small. It is a gracious display of Divine mercy. Its effects may 
be felt in India.”” The revival at Williams commenced near the 
close of the year, and continued till the Spring of 1826. We give 
an extract or two of different dates:—Dec. ‘‘ The whole Colle 
has been shaken, and in less than a week after our public fast, 
there were 15 or 20 rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God.” 
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Jan. 3. (From one of thé Faculty.) ‘‘ The revival has been won- 
derful in College. Besides those absent in their schools, there 
were but 31 on the ground without hopeful piety. Of the 31, we 
hope for 27. * * We have had a most solemn meeting in the 
chapel to-day, being the last day of the term. The students have 
agreed to remember each other, and the now absent members of 
College, in their prayers, * * and hope to return at the end of 
vacation in the spirit of a revival, * * I know not how to ex- 
press my gratitude, when I tell you, that there are now upwards 
of 70 precious youth in College, who hope that they are pious. 
What a treasuretothe church!’ March 1. ‘‘ The glorious work 
goes on in the town with unabated force; and since College has 
come together, it is as powerful there, according to the numbers 
to be affected, as it was last term.”’ 

In 1826, a revival commenced in Dartmouth College early in 
March,—soon after the annual concert. It was of the most pow- 
erful and interesting character. Ina statement made on the 8th 
of June, President Tyler estimated the numbers at College, who 
were subjects of it at between 50 and 60. At Bowdoin College 
a revival commenced on the day of the annual concert. The num- 
ber of hopeful conversions in the New England Colleges this year 
is stated to have been 109. | 

In our volume for 1827, we find notices of special attention to 
religion in Bowdoin, Williams, Amherst, and Athens. In an ac- 
count of the revival in Amherst, by President Humphrey, it is re- 
marked that the observance of the annual concert was marked 
with uncommon interest and solemnity. The revival commenced 
about the middle of April, and after the 20th it ‘‘ advanced with 
surprizing rapidity and power. * * Ofthe 30 in College, who 
perhaps give some evidence of faith and repentance, and who are 
beginning to cherish hope, 20 at least are supposed to have ex- 
perienced relief in the space of a single week. * * About 30 of 
our students are still without hope.”” ‘This was written on the first 
of May. . 

In 1828, there were revivals in Amherst, Yale, Hampden, Syd- 
dey, and Danville, (Ky.) 

In Jan. 1829, the following paragraph appeared in the Quar- 
terly Journal of the American Education Society: | 

** Itis now six years since the last Thursday of February has been 
observed by Christians, as a season of united and special prayer for 
our literary institutions. About 15 Colleges and a large number 
of Academies have within that time enjoyed the reviving influence 
of God’s Holy Spirit. From an accurate examination, we have 
ascertained that not less than four hundred and fifty members of our 
Colleges have been made the subjects of renewing grace within 
that period. At one institution 60 individuals were hopefully con- 
verted in one revival; at another, in three successive revivals, 70 
individuals.” 

The season immediately following the annual concert in 1831, 
was distinguished beyond all precedent by revivals in the Colleges. 
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As early as March 23, we find the following, named as enjoying 
the special presence of the Holy Spirit; Bowdoin, Williams, Yale, 
Union, Western Reserve, Jefferson, Hamilton, Geneva, Kenyon, 
Princeton, and Athens, (Ohio;) eleven. Amberst, Middlebury, 
Hampden, Sydney, Chapel Hill, Athens, (Ga.) Miami and Dan- 
ville, were soon added; making eighteen in all. We copy a few 
extracts. Amherst. ‘‘ We have witnessed scenes of intense in- 
terest, which can never be obliterated from our minds in this world 
or another. The work has been distinguished for a deep and 
sometimes awful solemnity. Not less than 30 in the College 
have lately expressed hope.” Yale. (March 9.) ‘‘ Within the 
last three weeks, between 50 and 60 of the students have been 
called out of nature’s darkness.”’ (March 24.) ‘‘ About 125 in 
this institution hope they have truly given themselves to the ser- 
vice of Christ. The interest still continues.’’ (April 20.) ‘* The 
revival here continues interesting in a high degree. Only about 
75 of the 350 students remain uninfluenced in this work.”” Chapel 
Hill. (May 27.) ‘* The Lord is working gloriously in this place. 
In little more than one week, about 20 conversions have taken 
place among the students. This is the first revival since the in- 
stitution was founded.” | oy 

We might multiply extracts of the most mteresting character; 
but the above are sufficient. Since 1831 revivals in our literary 
institutions have been comparatively very few.. Meantime great 
numbers of young men have become connected with them, who 
know not God, and obey not the Gospel. ‘Those members of col- 


lege, who witnessed these displays of Divine grace, and a large | 


proportion of whom are under the contral of Christian principle, 


are about to leave, and their places to be supplied by those whose | 


influence will be to a great extent ofa different character. The 
urgent need of a very great number of educated young men for 
the service of the Gospel at home and abroad, is becoming more 
apparent every year. Never before since the concert was com- 
menced, has there been such a combination and pressure of mo- 
tives to observe it. Let it be thought of before the day arrives. 


Let the dawn of that day, find Christian hearts already inthe at- | 


titude of prayer for our literary institutions. Let Christian souls 
be full of it, in consequence of its having been considered in all 
its bearings. | / | 

One fact more. Revivals in Academies—female academies, as 
well as others—have been numerous and powerful; and from these 
and those in colleges, the spirit of revival has frequently gone out 
over a large extent of country. In consequence of their promi- 
nence, and the extensive connexions of the students, revivals in 
Colleges have been far more prolific than others, of good results 
elsewhere. 
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REVIEW. 

-Journat or two Voraces atone tHE Coast or Cana, 1n 1831 
anp 1832. The first in a Chinese junk, the second in the British ship 
Lord Amherst ; with notices of Siam, Corea, and the Loo-Choo Islands, &c. 
By Cuarves Gurzuarr. New York: J.P. Haven. 12 mo pp. 332. 


Until within a very few years, the empire of China has been, 
to Protestant missionaries, a land worse than unknown. Not only 
did an entire ignorance of the country prevail, except what came 
indirectly and perverted through the trading factories of Canton, 
and the ill-conducted embassies of Lords Macartney and Amherst; 
but a firmly rivetted prejudice existed against admitting even the 
possibility of knowledge. So firmly established was this prejudice 
that no serious attempts have been made for a century, to ascertain 
the facts; and it seemed conceded that every effort to convert 
China without the intervention of miracles, was vain and hopeless, - 

The writer of these pages remembers very well the time when 

7 this subject was first distinctly brought under his notice, at a 
Ria meeting of the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions. He had him- 

| self partaken of the general prejudice of which he has spoken, 
and looked with entire distrust upon every plan for evangelizing 
China. At the meeting above referred to, the importance of at- 
tempting something, was strenuously urged in private conversa- 
tion, by a very intelligent, liberal and judicious layman, of the 
city of New York. In opposition to every objection, he urged 
with great soundness of argument, that the facts had already been 
taken from hearsay; that the cry of impossibility was always 
raised against every important moral undertaking; that no one 
could tell whether the Chinese would reject the Gospel until it had 
been offered to them; that the Cathohes had long ago entered this 
field with encouraging success, and they were only ruined by their 
own misbehavior; and finally, that China was given to Christ for 
his inheritance, and it would be subjected to Him, as soon as 
Christians, in faith and prayer, made the effort to spread abroad 
there the blessed Gospel. | 

These arguments had great effect upon the mind of the writer. 
Events have since occurred, to demonstrate their entire truth. 
Especially are they all confirmed i in the work whose name is atthe 
head of this notice. | 

This little volume contains an account of two voyages wns by 
Mr. Gutzlaff, in'1831 and 1832. The first in a native vessel, or as 
it is called a junk, the second in a British ship, the Lord Amherst, | 
sent by the East India Company, for the purpose of opening trade _ 
with the various emporiums on the Chinese coast. Although the 
second voyage was the most interesting in a commercial point of 
view, yet the first is rather the richest in information to the Chris- 
tian and missionary. In the second yoyage, Mr. G. was attached 
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to an English and an armed vessel, and though his chief object 
was the promulgation of the Gospel, yet the natives, who were 
ignorant of foreigners, would naturally associate with his message 
and conversation all the vague ideas of mystery which attached to 
the vessel and her object. In the former case he went as a Chinese, 
he spoke their language, and was known merely as a benevolent 
man, a physician, and a distributer of books. Going in this char- 
acter his reception was as favorable, in every respect, as could 
have been expected or desired; and the results are such as will, 
we think, astonish and arouse from the lethargy of ages the whole 
Christian world. > 

Some of these results are as follows:— 

1. The number of inhabitants in. China is found to be even 
greater than was formerly supposed. It used to be computed at 
333 millions. The last census, however, estimates it at 367 mil- 
lions. Mr. G., who on several occasions had the opportunity of 
comparing the numbers assigned in the census to particular dis- 
tricts with the actual facts, found them rather to fall below than 
rise above the facts. He therefore considers this enormous num- 
ber as considerably below the actual reality. ‘*‘ Thus,” to use the 
words of our author, ‘‘ stands this colossus peerless, if compared 


either with any state whose greatness is recorded in ancient. and 


modern history; and looking back upon the many centuries of its 
existence, during which all its cotemporaries have decayed and 
mouldered in the dust, while China alone has stood the test of 
ages. The thought that so many millions are slaves to debasin 
superstition, and the iron rule of antiquated custom, is dark cal 
cheerless. But the day will certainly come, when the hand of the 
Almighty will be stretched out to redeem them from spiritual 
bondage.”’ * | 

2. I'he researches of Mr. G. have established the fact, that this 
whole population is able to read. In every place which he visited 
he found the most acceptable present which he could make was 
books, and that these were received and read with the utmost 
avidity. 

3. There exists among the people generally, a sufficient degree 
of intelligence to see the vanity of the idolatry to which they are 
in subjection, Whenever rebuked by Mr. G. for the wickedness 
of their customs, they made very little reply and seemed to ac- 
knowledge that their conduct was irrational and immoral. 

4. Hence they had no such attachment to their own religion as 
seemed as an obstacle to reception of books which treated of the 
Christian religion. On the contrary, these books were every 
where well received, and may be circulated*to any conceivable 

5. The intolerance of the Government is not by any means so 
Great as has been commonly supposed. Mr. G. found several 

ahommedans holding office under the king; and also many 

7 x 


* Gutzlaff’s History of China. 
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Catholics, who had been in a certain sense converted by the former 
missionaries, who were both living unmolested. Had the Catho- 
lics, instead of publishing legends of the saints, published the Holy 
Scriptures in Chinese, their names would have been hallowed to 


‘the latest posterity. 


6. The hostility of the nation to foreigners, is by no means such 
as has been supposed. The people are every where glad to receive 
them, and would willingly establish with them amicable commercial 


‘relations. The hostility exists only in the Government, and is at 


variance with the wishes and feelings of the people. This hostility, 
however, has only to do with the commercial relations, and would 


‘not interfere with the circulation of books and tracts. Mr. G. was 


even applied to for religious books for the Emperor himself, who, 
it was said, desired to procure and to examixe them. 

7. The moral condition of the country is such as to call in a 
special manner for the exercise of Christian benevolence. Lying, 
cheating, lewdness, gambling, intemperance from the use of opium, 
inhumanity of every sort, and particularly infanticide, are almost 
universal. If any part of the human race need the Gospel of 
Christ, and are already in the most important sense waiting to re- 
ceive it, the Chinese are certainly that people. 

As to the manner in which such a mission isto be conducted, we 
would speak with the diffidence becoming those, who being so far 
from the scene of action, and so little acquainted with the peculiar 
habits of the people. It seems, however, to us that the great en- 
gine to be brought to bear upon the Chinese is the press. Bibles 
and tracts can be printed in Chinese, either in Singapore, Calcutta, 
or even in Boston. Their character is remarkably adapted for the 
purpose of stereotyping. A Chinese junk, carrying a few articles 
of traffic, and commanded and manned by Chinese and Siamese 
Christians, might pass from one end of the coast to the other, dis- 
tributing in every part the word of.the living God. The useful- 
ness of such an expedition would also be greatly increased, if some 
of the persons who composed it were acquainted with medicine. 
So great is the necessity of medical aid in China, that it is doubt- 
ful whether the Mandarins, even if they were so disposed, would 
be able to prohibit the visits of those who appeared among the peo- 
ple with such a recommendation. 

We shall devote the remaining pages of this notice, to extracts 
from this work, which we think will be read with intense interest 
by every one at all concerned in the promulgation of the Gospel 
of Christ. 

The spirit by which Mr. G. is sustained in his missionary labors 
is so truly apostolical, that we willingly devote the first place to the 
following passage. He was, at the time it was written, approach- 
ing Teen-tsing, a city in the vicinity of Peking, the capital. | 


‘* My anxiety was greatly increased by our approach toPeking. A visit to the 
capital of the Chinese empire—an object of no little solicitude, after many perils, — 
and much loss of time,—was now near in prospect. How this visit would be 
yiewed by the Chinese government, 1 knew nat. Hitherto, they had taken no 
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motice of me ; but a crisis had now come. Asa missionary, anxious to promote 
the welfare of my fellow-creatures, and more willing to be sacrificed in a great 
cause, than to remain an idle spectator of the misery entailed on China by idola- 
try, I could not remain concealed at a place where there are so many mandarins; 
—it was expected that the local authorities would interfere. Almost friendless, 
with small pecuniary resources, without any personal knowledge of the country 
and its inhabitants, I was forced to prepare for the worst. Considerations of this 
kind, accompanied by the most reasonable conjecture, that I could do nothing for 
the accoinplishment of the great enterprize, would have intimidated and dispirited 
me, if a Power from on high had not continually and graciously upheld and 
strengthened me. Naturally timid, and without talent and resources in myself, 
yet, by divine aid—and by that alone,—I was foremost in times of danger, and to 
such a degree, that the Chinese sailors would often call me a bravado. 

‘* Fully persuaded that 1 wasnot prompted by self-interest and vain-glory, but by 
a sense of duty, as a missionary, and deeply impressed by the greatness and all- 
sufficiency of the Saviour’s power and gracious assistance enjoyed in former days, 
I grounded my hope of security on protection under the shadow of His wings, and 
my expectation of success on the promises of His holy word. It has long been the 
firm conviction of my heart, that, in these latter days, the glory of the Lord will 
be revealed to China; and'that, the dragon being dethroned, Christ will be the 
sole King and object of adoration throughout this extensive empire. ‘This lively 
hope of China’s speedy deliverance from the thraldom of Satan, by the hand of the 
great Lord, Jesus Christ—the King of kings,—to whom all nations, even China, 
are given as an inheritance, constantly prompts me to action, and makes me 
willing rather to perish in the attempt of carrying the Gospel to China, than to 
wait quietly on the frontiers, deterred by the numerous obstacles which seem to 
forbid an entrance into the country. 

**T am fully aware that I shall be stigmatized as a headstrong enthusiast, an un- 
principled rambler, who rashly sallies forth, without waiting for any indications of 
- Divine Providence,—without first seeing the door opened by the hand of the Lord; 
—as one fond of novelty, anxious to have a name, fickle in his purposes, who 
leaves a promising field, and, restless, hurries away to another,—al! of whose en- 
deavors will not only preve useless, but will actually impede the progress of the 
Saviour’s cause. I shall not be very anxious to vindicate myself against such 
charges—though seme ef them are very well founded,—until the result of my la- 


bors shall be made known to my aecusers. I have weighed the arguments for and 


against the course [ am endeavoring to pursue, and have formed the resolution to 
publish the Gospel to the inhabitants of China Proper, in all the ways, and by all 
the means, which the Lord our God appoints in his word, and by his providence; 
—to persevere, in the most indefatigable manner, so long as there remains any 
hope of success,—and, rather to be blotted out from the list of mortals, than to 
behold with indifference the uncontrolled triumph of Satan over the Chinese. Yet 
etill, Iam not ignorant of my own nothingness, nor of the formidable obstacles, 


which, on every side, shut up the way, and impede our progress; and I can only 


say, ‘ Lord, here [ am; use me according to thy holy pleasure.’ 

‘¢ Should any individuals be prompted to extol my conduct, I would meet and re- 
pel such commendation, by my thorough consciousness of possessing not the least 
merit. Let such persons, rather than thus vainly spend their breath, come forth, 
and join in the holy cause, with zeal and wisdom superior to any who have gone 
before them. The field is wide, the harvest truly great, and the laborers are few. 
Egotism, obtrusive monster! lurks through these pages. It is my sincere wish, 
therefore, to be completely swallowed up in the Lord’s great woik, and to labor 
unknown and disregarded, cherishing the joyful hope, that my reward is in heaven, 
and my name, though a very unworthy one, written in ‘the book of life.’ {I 
return to my detail. ae 

** In the afternoon, Sept. 22d, we passed a grove, on the left bank of the river 
Pei-ho, which is said to have been visited by the Emperor Keen-lung. ‘It contains a 
few houses, but is at present a mere jungle. On the opposite bank, we observed 
a shop, having a sign, with this inscription, large capitals,—Jdols and 
Budhas, of all descriptions, newly made repaired. 
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This sign told plainly the condition of the people around me, and called forth 
earnest intercession on their behalf.’’ pp. 100—102. 


RECEPTION AT TEEN-TSIN. 


“The curiosity to see me was, during several days, very great; and the captain’s 
anxiety much increased, when he saw that I attracted the attention of se many 
individuals. There were some, who even muttered that I had come to make a 
map of the country, in order to become the leader in a premeditated assault on 
the empire. Yet all these objections were soon silenced, when I opened my med- 
icine chest, and, with a liberal hand, supplied every applicant. God, in his mer- 
cy, bestowed a blessing on these exertions, and gave me favor in the eyes of the 
pesple, Several persons of rank and influence paid me frequent visits, and held 

Ong conversations with me. ‘They were polite, and even servile in their man- 
ners. Their inquiries, most of them trivial, were principally directed to Siam ; 
and their remarks concerning Europe, were exceedingly childish. ‘The conceurse 
of people became so great, at length, that I was obliged to hide myself. A gen- 
tleman, who lived opposite to the house where I resided, wishing to purchase me 
from the captain, with a view to attract customers by my presence, offered to 
pay for me the suin of 2000 taels of silver (about 2700 dollars.) My patients had 
now become so numerous as to engross all my attention; from very early in the 
morning, till Jate at night, I was constantly beset by them, and often severely 
tried. Vet I had frequent opportunities of makmg known to them the doctrines 
of the Gospel, and of pointing out the way of eternal life. 

It had been my intention to proceed from Teen-tsin up to Peking, a journey which 
is made intwo days. To effect this, it would have been necessary to learn the dialect 
spoken in this province, and to have obtained the acquaintance of some persons, res- 
ident at the capital. For the accomplishment of the first, there was not sufficient time, 
unless I should resolve to abandon the junk in which | had arrived, and to stay 
over the winter. For the attainment of the latter, some individuals very kindly 
offered their services. I thought it best, therefore, to stay, and to observe the 
leadings of Providence. Some experiments which I made, to cure the habit of 
opium-smoking, proved so successful, that they attracted general notice, and drew 
the attention of some mandarins, who even stooped to pay me a visit, and to re- 
quest my aid, stating that his imperial majesty was highly enraged, because so 
many of his-subjects indulged in this practice. But, as soon as the Chaou-chow 
and Fuhkeen men observed that the native patients were becoming too numerous, 
they got angry; saying, ‘ This is our doctor, and not yours;’ and, as this argu- 
ment was_not quite intelligible, they drove many of the poor fellows away by 


force. In.a few days, moreover, the whole stock of medicines I had with me, 
“was. exhausted, and I had to send away with regret, those poor wretches, who 
_ really,stood in want of assistance.’’ pp. 108, 109. 


("| PEELINGS OF THE PEOPLE TOWARDS THE GOVERNMENT. 

** By inquiries, I found that the people cared very little about their imperial 
government. ‘They were only anxious to gain a livelihood, and accumulate rich- 
es. ‘They seemed to know the emperor only by name, and were quite unacquaint- 
ed with his character. Even the military operations in Western Tartary, were 
al nost unknown to them. Nothing had spread such consternation amongst them 
as the late death of the heir of the crown, which was occasioned by opium-smoking. 
‘The emperor felt this loss very keenly. The belief that there will be a change in 
the present dynasty, is very general. But, in case of such an event, the people of 
‘Teen-tsin would hear of it with almost as much indifference as they would the 
news of a change in the French government. The local officers were generally 
much dreaded, but also much imposed upon. Tiey are lesstyrannical here, in the 
neighborhood of the emperor, judging from what the people told me, than they 
are in the distant provinces. When they appear abroad, it is with much pageant- 
ry, but with little real dignity. Indeed, I saw nothing remarkuble in their deport- 
ment. No war-junks nor soldiers were there to be met with, though the latter 
wer? said to exist. To possess fire-arms, is a high crime; and the person found 
guilty of so doing, is severely punished. Bows and arrows are in common use. 
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There are no military stores ; but great stores of grain. ‘The grain junks were, 
at this season, on their return home. . 

The features of the inhabitants of this district more resemble the European than 
those of any Asiatics I have hitherto seen. The eye had Jess of the depressed 
curve in the interior angle, than what.is common and so characteristic in a Chi- 
nese countenance. And, as the countenance is often the index of the heart, so the 
character of these people is more congenial to the European, than is that of the in- 
habitants of the southern provinces. They are not void of courage, though they 
are too grovelling to undertake any thing arduous or noble, and too narrow-minded 
to extend their views beyond their own province and the opposite kingdom of 
Corea. They are neat in their dress; the furs which they wear, are costly; their 
food is simple, and they are polite in their manners. The females are fair, and 


tidy in their appearance,—enjoy perfect liberty, and walk abroad as they please.”’ 
pp. LlI—113. 


FEELINGS ON LEAVING TEEN-TSIN. 


‘*¢ As we had arrived here so late in the season, just at the time when many of 
the junks were about leaving, it was necessary to sho-ten our stay, lest the Pei-ho, 
freezing up, should detain us over the winter. On the 17th of October, we began 
to move slowly down the river. Before leaving 'Teen-tsin, | received numerous 
presents, which were accompanied with many wishes for my welfare. A great 
many persons came to take an affectionate. leave of me, at our departure. At the 
earnest request of some individuals, I was constrained to promise, that, if God 
should permit, [ would return the next year; and, in the case of such a visit, some 
of them engaged to accompany me to the capital, while others wanted to make 
with me a journey over land, from ‘Teen-tsin to Hea-mun (Amoy.) I can scarce- 
ly speak in too high terms of the kindness I enjoyed, during the whole time I was 
at this place; and the reason for such unexpected treatment, I must ascribe to the 
merciful interposition of the Almighty, under whose banner I entered on this un- 
dertaking. The favor and kindness experienced in Teen-tsin, were a rich com- 
pensation for my former bereavements and trials. My health, also, was again re- 
stored, and I could cheerfully perform the duties devolving upon me.’’ pp. 116, 117. 


The next extract is from the second voyage. Here, as their ob- 
ject was to establish trade with the East India Company, they 


were not so well received. We insert it, however, on other ac- 
counts. 


** We had now tried what could be effected by petition, and by unresisting 
submission; and were forced to give ourselves up to the mercy of these Celestials. 
After dinner, we took an excursion round an island, opposite to Amoy. All the 
surrounding country is barren rock, except some valleys capable of cultivation, 
where a few potatoes grow. These vales are tilled with the greatest care, and 
richly repay the labors of the peasant. The country has a romantic appear- 
ance. There is something grand in the sight of those undulating, barren 
ridges of hills, along the Chinese coast. We have frequently gazed, from the top 
of those hills, upon the tracts of land spread beneath us; and oft did I sing, — 


* O’er the gloomy hills of darkness, 
Look, my soul; be still and gaze. 
All the promises do travel 
With a glorious day of grace: 
Blest jubilee! 
Let the glorious morning dawn.’ 


While musing thus, I turned, and saw a poor man carrying a burden, but wil- 
ling to converse upon the things of eternal life. I felt consoled by this, and re- 
joiced that I was permitted to tread upon these barren hills. ‘To-day we entered 
a village at the foot of a very high hill, and were gladly received by the inhabitants. 
They did not hesitateto converse frecly upon any topic which we introduced. I 
had the pleasure to add a few books to the well-worn library of an old man, which 
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he carefully examined. The houses were built very substantially, and kept tol- 
erably clean; but the occupants were very poor people, of whom the male part 
were either at work at Amoy, or were gone to fore! n parts. At the beach, we 
were shocked at the spectacle of a pretty new-born babe, which shortly before had 
been killed. We asked some of the bystanders what this meant. They answer~ 
ed, with indifference, “It is only a girl.’’ It is a general custom, im this district, 
to drown female infants immediately after their birth. Respectable families sel- 
dom take the trouble, as they express themselves, to rear these useless girls. 
They consider themselves the arbiters of their children’s lives, and entitled to take 
them away, when they can foresee that their prolongation would only entail mis- 
As the numerous emigration of the male population renders it probable that 
their daughters, if permitted to live, would not be married, they choose this — 
er way to rid themselves of the incumbrance of supporting them.’’ pp. 152, 153. 


We doubt whether this delightful hymn was ever sung under 
more interesting circumstances. 


THE EMPEROR DESIRES CHRISTIAN BOOKS. 


** April 26. Mr. L. and the Captain took proper care that the unjust punish- 
ments of the natives, who might approach us, should not be repeated here, as at 
Amoy. We were visited by the mandarin of this district, a civil and sagacious _ 
old man. He had received orders from the deputy-governor of Fuhkeen province 
to procure a certain number of our Christian books for the inspection of the em- 
peror. I gave him, accordingly, one copy of ‘ Scripture Lessons,’ a tract on 
gambling, ‘ Heaven’s. Mirror,’ a fall delineation of Christianity, besides a few 
other books of which he had copies before. I was highly delighted that God, in 
his wisdom, was sending his glorious Gospel to Peking, that it might be fully ex- 
amined and known in the palace. ‘Taou-Kwang has never shown himself an enemy 
to popery. In all his edicts against the sects and heresies in his dominions, he 
does not even mention the name of Christian. Though I know nothing of his 
character, except that he delights more in pleasure than in business, I humbly 
hope that the perusal of the word of God will impress his mind favorably towards 
the Gospel. It is the first time that the Chinese government has taken the trouble, 
to examine the oracles of God. The depravity of the human heart, which is as 
great in the rulers of China as anywhere, | fear will not permit them to perceive 
the glory of God in a crucified Saviour. Yet it is the cause of God. The mighty 
God and Savioar will advocate his own cause, and defend it by his omzipotent 
arm. His merey embraces China as well as enlightened Europe. The Chinese 
are his creatures, as well as ourselves, and the Gospel is given for their salvation 
likewise. His wisdom will find ways to convey it to their minds. Though we 
are unable to fathom his parposes, we wait for the glorious day when the door will 
be thrown open, and the Gospel ride triumphantly through the land.’’ pp. 180, 181. 


KINDNESS OF 1IIE COMMON PEOPLE.—‘ THE COMMON PEOPLE HEARD 
HIM GLADLY.’ 


** We received, to-day, a paper written with red ink, from a person pretending 
to be very anxious for our welfare, because some of his ancestors had been saved 
from a watery grave, by péople of our nation, He had heard that we were in 
imminent danger of death, if we were so daring as to advance farther, and so per- 
tinacious as not to retire out of the river; that our destruction had been agreed on, 
but the Tartar general, who was to have executed this bloody work, not agreeing 
to it, we were still permitted to breathe. Whoever originated this plot, (and we 
strongly suspect the mandarins,) ought to have been surprised at the consternation 
which our entrance into the harbor immediately threw among all our adversaries ; 
not even the most feeble resistance was offered. 'The mandarins were humble and 
kind ; the soldiers withdrew every where from our path, and the most perfect 
tranquillity reigned every where. The people rejoiced at this happy change, and 
improved the opportunity to secure our friendship. Their letters of friendship and 
advice were numerous, and their demonstrations of kind feelin «*'!! - “sequent. 
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To receive such treatment from the people, and then to read, what has so often 
been repeated, that the Chinese nation detest foreigners and are averse to all in- 
tercourse with them, led us to doubt this assertion. My little experience rather 
leads me to think the: a most social people, whenever free from the immediate 
influence of the mandarins. But to say that the Chinese government discounte- 
nances and severely prohibits intercourse with strangers, is strictly true. In gen- 
eral, the officers: were never more annoyed, than when the people showed them- 
selves our friends, and we returned their kind feelings. They frequently endeav- 
ored to give us the worst ideas of the stupid and treacherous natives, while trying 
to prepossess them against us also by the most abusive edicts ; but on each side 
unsuccessfully, for the veil was too thin to hide their palpable falsehoods.’’ pp. 
186, 187. 


WILLINGNESS TO RECEIVE TRACTS. 


‘¢ This was to me one of the mosthappy days spent in China. There was a real 
desire for books : and the applications for them were in so earnest a manner as 
to preclude a refusal. I am ignorant of the effect produced’ by their perusal, but 
some of the blessed effects of divine truth upon the hearts of the readers, will re- 
main. Considering it as the work of God, and as the salvation of souls from eter- 
nal condemnation, [ am prepared to hope and believe that our Almighty God will 
give growth to the good seed sown. ‘There are great obstacles to the efficacy of 
the divine word, but it is quick and powerful, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts of the heart. Occasionally I sat down with the 
people, and spoke about their eternal peace. J’hough these words sounded stran 
to their ears, since every thing beyond the reach of sense is he and unintelli- 
gible to a Chinese mind, yet the words will not be entirely lost. I have often, by 
comparisons, made the doctrines palpable to their comprehension. They will listen 
for a time, but after this it is quite useless to recommence ; for they generally 
withdraw their attention and turn their conversation to other topics.’’ p. 188. 


CHRISTIAN PROFESSION 1N CHINA. 


‘* Hitherto we had never seen any native Christian; but to-day we perceived a 
man with a paper rolled up in his hand, which he was anxious to hide from the 
other people. He asked me whether I knew the objects there represented. Upon 
examination, I found it a representation of the Trinity, executed in Spain. From 


his conversation, | perceived him to be very ignorant of Christianity, but he ad-_ 


duced decisive proof uf being a real believer. He showed me the cross which his 
wife wore around her neck, with a rosary. Yang, the mandarin, had previously 
informed us that the number of native Christians, in his district, was very great, 
especially among the boat people. This man confirmed Yang’s information, said 
they were all very poor, and had no European among them. He could give me no 
account of the rise and progress of Christianity here, neither did he seem to be 
aware of the extent to which it was known in other countries. 

‘*May 12. The native Christians came in greater numbers. One of them handed 
& paper, to prove that popery was the same as our religion. He claimed frater- 
nity with us, and used every means of persuasion to convince us, that as our reli- 
gion was the same, we ought to show benevolence towards our poor brethren. 
Another handed us a paper, expressing his great surprise that we should be in pos- 
session of the holy book, which contains the relation of the Saviour’s life ; the 
more so, because they themselves had begun only last year to print this holy book ; 
and how it could so soon have reached us, he was unable to explain. At the 
same time, he warned us against giving this holy book to any people afflicted with 
the blindness of heathenism, because they would not understand its contents. He 
also requested some prayer-boos, which he might study privately. I was anx- 
ious to see those parts of the holy book which his friends had already printed ; 
but he refused to produce them. After receiving a manual for prayer, he departed, 


highly gratified. Ido not know how far he was interested in the spread of the © 


Bible ; but his objections to the distribution of it among the heathen, are light, and 
unworthy of a Christian. Yet I should rejoice if they would print the Bible, or 


the New Testament only, and circulate it among themselves at least, if they are 
too narrow-minded to impart it to the heathen. 
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«J have been very desirous to converse with some of the native priests ; and to- 
day, was rejoiced to see a well-dressed young man introduce himself as a Chris- 
tian teacher. Whilst all the other Christians were rude and illiterate, he exhibited 


‘much polish in his manners, and was well versed in Chinese literature. Yet his 
‘knowledge of Christianity was very superficial and unsatisfactory ; but he promised 


to study diligently, to become acquainted with the heavenly doctrines. 1 supplied 


‘bim amply with Christian books.”” pp. 189, 190. 3 


We here close our extracts, which might easily have been mul- 
tiplied. We hope that these, however, will be sufficient to awaken 
an interest in behalf of China, in the minds of our brethren. The 
facts seem to us, to say to the Christian world, ‘‘ Thrust im the 
sickle and reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 


VOICE OF DEPARTING DAY. 


Oh, there are fovely lights, that rest 
On Nature’s varied scene below 

When the broad sun has gained the west, 
And sheds frou thence his softest glow. 


Oft have I marked the lingering gleam, 
On village bright, and woodland brown, 
As if from heaven a glorious stream 
Of molten gold were rolling down! 


And I have seen the dewy cloud, 
Hung loosely o’er the azure sky, 

Like regal robe of monarch proud, 
‘Tinged with the richest Tyrian dye. 


I’ve watched till all these tints would fade, 
The golden light—-the mellow glow— 
And evening, in her tranquil shade, 
Had wrapt the varied scene below;— 


And thought, as Day’s departing beam 
sro Jovelier far than all the rest, 
Jts voice wus as a gentle dream ;— 
Ma., tiiy last days should be thy best! 
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MISSIONARY REGISTER. 


Subscriptions and Donations to the General Convention of the Baptist Denomina- 


tion, in the United States, for Foreign Missions, &c., should be transmitted to Heman 
Lincoln, Esq., Treasurer, at the Baptist Missionary Rooms, No. 17, Joy’s Buildings, 
Washington Street, Boston. The communications for the Corresponding Secretary 


hould be directed to the same place. 


Burmah. 


AVA. 


The intelligence which follows from the 
capital of Burmah, is of the most encour- 
aging aspect. Notwithstanding the late 


severity of the Government at Rangoon, 


there seems great reason to believe that 
the Gospel will be tolerated and triumph 
in Ava. 

MR. KINCAID’S JOURNAL. 


(Continued from p. 285 vol. xiv.) 


Nov. 6, 1833. For several days 
past, have had but few inquirers at 
the house, though the few that do 
come, appear to be honestly inquir- 
ing after truth. One man is a phy- 
sician of considerable celebrity. He 
has been an inquirer, for about two 
months. He says the more he reads 
our books, the more fully he is con- 
vinced that they teach the true 
religion. We begin to hope that he 
is taught by the Spirit of God, and 
will, at length be brought into the 
liberty of the Gospel. 


Confession of an Officer of Government. 

Nov.8. A Government man, who 
lives but a few doors from us, has 
become an attentive listener. This 
evening I put the question direct to 
him. Do you believe in Jesus 
Christ? He was silent for some 
time, and then said, “I do believe. 
All other religions appear foolish 
and absurd when compared with the 
religion taught by Jesus Christ. 
There are, however, commands 


which I think it is impossible for 
man to keep; yet if they were kept, 
the world, I know would be free from 
violence and crime.” TI said, then 
you acknowledge that if the law of 
Christ were observed, crime would 
entirely cease ; the laws of Christ, 
then, is perfect and holy; are not 
men guilty for transgressing a law 
that is perfect and holy? “Yes, yes, 
yes. I see the difficulty is, we have 
sinful natures. Is there any way to 
be free from this sinful nature?” 
Yes; he who believes in Christ, re- 
ceives a spiritual disposition, and 
that faith which he has, works by 
love, and purifies the’ heart, and 
overcomes the world. | 

It melts the soul in tenderness, to 
hear a pagan of sense, of learning, 
and one who stands high among the 
people, after reading and investiga- 
ting for two months, acknowledge 
frankly, I do believe in Jesus Christ. 

Various Inquirers. 

Nov. 1%. A female, who has been 
an inquirer for some time, called 
this afternoon to hear the Gospel. 
In the course of conversation, I said, 
you know all have sinned, and there- 
fore deserve the punishment of hell. 
She started at the idea, and said, “I 
did not think all people were sin- 
ners.” The natives seem to have no 
idea of the natural depravity of the 
heart. One of the four cardinal 
virtues which they are constantly 


male says she is convinced that 
there is an eternal God, who made 


all things, and it seems impossible 


extolling, is indifference. This fe- 
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for her to make any further advance 
in knowledge. 

Nov. 14. A man about forty 
years old, and of rather an intelligent 
countenance, came in at dark this 
evening, and begged for books. I 
inquired, Have you ever read our 
boks. “ No.” hat object have 

ou inreading them now? “For a 
lon time I have heard people talk 
about Jesus Christ, and his Jaw; 
some say it is good, and others say 
it is not; I desire to read and see 
for myself.” I find in every part of 
the city that this subject is debated. 
One man who had gota little light, 
began preaching with much zeal 
that there was a living God—and 
that all idols were a cheat. A com- 
plaint was entered, that this man 
taught the people to hate the sacred 
books, and despise idols. The poor 
fellow was caught, put in prison, and 
threatened with loss of his head. 


He was kept in prison about four. 


weeks, and then Jet out. He is now 
pushing his inquiries still further, 
and is unmolested. 
Interesting Burial Services. 

Noy. 17. A Portuguese merchant, 
recently from Rangoon, having los: 
a little child, he requested me to at- 
tend and conduct the funeral ser- 
vices. I accepted the invitation 
most willingly, as I knew great num- 
bers of Burmans would be at the 
grave. I read the burial service 
which is incomparably excellent, 
being an entire collection of pas- 
sages of Scripture. When I came 
to that part in which the doctrine 
of the Resurrection is stated as 
given by the Apostle Paul, a solemn 
stillness prevailed over the whole 
assembly. At the close, I prayed ex- 
tempore. In my petitions I felt 
more than ordinary assistance in 
plosding for the salvation of Burmah. 

have never before had the pleasure 
of addressing so large an assembly 
of Burmans, for so long a_ time. 
When the services were finished, 
the people gathered around me, 
wondering at the doctrine they had 
heard ; and among others there were 
two Noblemen from the Palace. 
How true it is, when the Gospel is 


heard it is felt;—it reveals truth 
which no blindness of man can 
resist. 
‘* Fly abroad, thou mighty Gospel ! 


Government Alarms. 


Nov. 18. For some days past, 
there has been an alarm spreading 
among the people; but I think it will 
soon die away, as other alarms have 
done. This fear on the part of the 
people, is owing to a council held 
among the ministers in the Palace 
a few days ago. They called a man 
who lives near me, and questioned 
him about all our doings; who 
called at my house ; how many books 
I gave away; and if I travelled 
about the city preaching. This man 
was then charged to note the per- 
sons who called on me, and the num- 
ber of books I gave away, and report 
every three or four days. ) 

I think the whole has originated 
with one or two officers of Govern- 
ment, who have shown themselves 
unfriendly from the first. I know 
well the Government wish me out of 
the country; but for some reason, 
they. do not see fit to take that. step 
which is necessary to get me away: 
hence these temporary alarms only 
serve to convince me that a power 
out of sight lays a restraining in- 
fluence upon them, and thus gives 
time for truth to take root among 
these thousands. 

Nov 20. One of my most prom- 
ising inquirers, a man about forty- 
five years of age, was put to death in > 
a most shocking manner, last night, 
by a gang of robbers. For more 
than two months he had been an at- 
tentive listener, and I had cherished 
the hope that he would be brought 
into the liberty of the Gospel. _ 

Nov. 24. For two or three days 
past we have had a continued 
thronging of secretaries, asking for 
books. All are begging for the 
“ Balance.” I am satisfied the min- 
isters are at the bottom of this move- 
ment. What their object is, I can- | 
not comprehend ; probably, nothing 
more than to examine the doctrines 
we teach. 
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Nov. 25. Some interesting in- 
quirers to-day. Had much conver- 
sation on the great change wrought 
by the Holy Spirit on the heart of 
those who believe in Christ. This 
subject commends itself to the con- 
sciences of inquiring Burmans. 

December I. Lord’s day. We 
had at our morning worship 11, and 
at evening 12. But three visiters 
the whole day; these however ap- 
peared serious and attentive. 


Stupidity of the Heathen. 


Dec. 7. Visited two temples, for 
the purpose of making known the 
Gospel to the numerous worshippers 
who assembled to-day. One man 
among them all, appeared earnest in 
his inquiries after truth. I saw mul- 
titudes worshipping a block of mar- 
ble, which the King is having carved 
into an idol. The workmen (10 in 
number) were at work ; some on the 
feet, some on the hands and arms, 
some on the breast and head; one 
man was just giving the finishing 
touches to the right ear. The idol, 
when finished, will be about 13 or 
14 feet high. Already 100 thousand 
rupees have been expended, and 
‘there is much to do yet. This illus- 
trates the stupidity of the heathen. 

Dec. 17. -We are often much 
gratified with the appearance of 
many of our inquirers, but particular- 
ly with an old man, his wife and 
nephew. ‘These persons have long 
been investigating the subject of re- 
ligion, and. by degrees they have 
relinquished a}l the holds of heathen- 
ism. They appear to —_ in the 
mediation of Christ. Whether they 
will have faith sufficiently strong to 
come out, and be baptized, time 
alone will determine. 


Visit to the Palace. 


Dec.18. Having been previously 
‘invited, we went to the Palace, and 
sat about two hours :—the occasion 
of our going was this; the youn 
Princess, the only child of the hea 
Queen, and the most’ distinguished 
favorite in the royal family, was to 
have her ears bored. The King ap- 
pointed a festival of 49 days, sus- 
pended all business, directed the 


7 


prisons to be thrown open, and is- 
sued an order, that during the 49 
days no flesh should be sold in 
the markets, no persons should wash 
their heads in the street, and many 
things of a similar kind. Major 
Burney (the English Resident at 
the court of Ava) and his lady, in- 
vited us to go with them. However, 
when we reached the Palace gate, 
they had been in some time, but had 
left servants to conduct us through 
the crowd. We passed by the front 
till we came to the south angle of 
the Palace, and soon found ourselves 
seated under a canopy of great ex- 
tent, and decorated according to 
Eastern taste. The King, and 
Queen, and al! the members of the 
royal family occupied a_ splendid 
Veranda, which forms one niche in 
the south frontof the Palace. Soon 
tea, fruit, and a variety of sweet- 
meats, flowers, &c. were placed be- 
fore us, and immediately after, the 
Queen dispatched messengers bear- 
ing presents to each of us, which 
consisted of a silk dress, and two 
silk shawls each. A Woon-Gee, 
near whom I sat, said to me smiling- 
ly, “ You see how kind his Majesty 
is, and hereafter you must not give 


books to the people.” I listened at- 


tentively, but made no reply.. The 
King inquired of his brother, (Prince 
S.) who we were, and for the first 
timelifseems, heard of our being in 
the city. I have been thus particu- 
lar in describing facts, because I 
think the interview will have some 
direct bearing upon the Mission. I 
feel no desire to be acquainted with 
the King, or any member of the roy- 
al family, any farther than duty ren- 
ders it necessary. | 
Conviction spreading. 

Dec. 28. Had a long conversa- 
tion to-day with two of considerable 
standing in society, who had been 
inquirers for three months past. 
They appear to be drinking from the 


living fountain. The young man 


(who is a writer in the Palace) mani- 
fests more than ordinary strength of 
mind. I was deiighted to hear him 
quote with so much ease various 
passages of Scripture. He said, im 
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reply to some remarks of mine, “I 
understand the cause of divisions in 
the world—men do not listen to God 
to ascertain the Divine will, but 
follow after the traditions of their 
fathers.” 

Dec. 29. Lord’s day. Few per- 
sons at worship to-day. How small 
the number compared with the thou- 
sands who swarm the streets of 
Ava! We do trust, however, that 
there are more than 10 who know 
the way of life. Fear keeps them 
from coming out openly on the side 
of truth; though many in secret de- 
clare their full conviction of the 
truth of the Christian religion. Had 
considerable conversation with a 
Government man, thisevening. He 
listened to the evening services, as 
he has done several times before, 
with fixed attention, and atthe close, 
he said, “ This is the most excel- 
lent religion.” Tsaid, it should be, 
because God, even the living God 
is its author. 


Arrival of Mr. Cutter. 


Dec. 31. Two men whom I sent 
to meet Brother Cutter, have come 
in this evening, bringing a line from 
Mr. Cutter, which says, “ We ex- 
pect to sleep at Kyouwk-lalong to- 
night, and hope to reach the Golden 
City to-morrow.” This is cheering 
intelligence. We have been just 
one year entirely separated from all 
religious society. Nine months 
have passed since we left Rangoon, 
and to-morrow we expect to welcome 
the arrival of our dear friend. 

January 1, 1834. Early in the 
morning, we sallied forth in a little 
boat and about 11 o’clock we had 
the pleasure of greeting our friends, 
and fellow-laborers in the kingdom 
of Christ. After hearing from each 
other some of the principal events of 
the past months, we fell down and 
offered up our thanksgivings to Al- 
mighty God. How cheering to meet 
with dear Christian friends in this 
distant part of the world. Cold 
water was never more grateful to a 
traveller fainting beneath a tropical 


‘sun.. Between four and five o’clock, 


we came up under the Eastern walls 


of the city, and about sun-down 
reached our little home, near the 
centre of the town. 

Jan. 3. Yesterday and to-day 
has been almost exclusively taken 
upin getting Br. Cutter’s goods, and 
the printing apparatus from the boat. 
The news of Br. Cutter’s arrival, 
and the arrival of a press has gone 
abroad over the whole city. It is 
with no smal] degree of anxiety, we 
wait the result of those inquiries 
which will in all probability be made. 
We have come to advocate the Re- 
deemer’s cause, and if the time of 
Burmah’s redemption has come, no 
arm raised against us can prosper. 

Jan. 5. Had fifteen at worship 
morning and evening. About 30 
listened to the Gospel in the veranda, 
but only one who seemed anxiously 
to inquire after the truth. 


Monthly Concert in Ava. 


Jan. 9. At sunrise this morning 
we met together for the monthly 
concert. I explained to the Burman 
Christians the object of our meet- 
ing; that it was to pray for the con- 
version of the world; that all Chris- 
tians, every where, united in praying 
for the coming down of the Holy 
Spirit. Lread the first and second 
psalms of David—two of the disci- 
ples appeared to catch the spirit of 
these beautiful psalms, and I trust 
the incense of humble, earnest prayer 
went up before the throne of God 
and the Lamb. | 

Jan. 10. For afew days past have 
been introducing Br. Cutter to some 
of the Government men—all appear 
pleasant, and friendly, and we have 
strong hopes that no obstacle will 
be laid in our way. | 


Visit to Ummerapoora. 


Early this morning we set off on 
horseback, for Ummerapoora. At 
this season of the year the country 
is beautiful. Here and there the 
groves of mangoe and tamarind 
trees give a delightful variety to the 
scenery. We were surprised to find 
the road so thronged with travellers ; 
from one end to the other there was 
just a continued rush of human be- 
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ings, and on inquiring we find this 
is the case every day. After enter- 
ing the city, we called ona long- 
bearded Mahometan who came from 
- Mecca 23 years ago; he gave us a 
cup of tea, and said he would invite 
us to dinner, but he had no knives 
and forks. This man has built the 
most costly house there is in Bur- 
mah. He could not speak a word of 
English, and of course our conver- 
sation was in Burman, I explained 
to him at considerable length the 
character of Christ, and then asked 
him if he believed in Christ, to which 
he replied, ‘Christ was a_ great 
prophet, and Moses, and Mahomet 
were great prophets.” I said Christ 
is the Son of God, and this cannot 
be said of any other prophet. He 
turned off the subject by saying, 
“The Burmans are very ignorant, 
and worship idols; but now tany of 
them are getting your books, and 
talking about the eternal God. 

We passed on through several 
streets till we came within the ancient 
fortifications. One old and spacious 
temple attrac‘ed our notice. We 
penetrated nearly all its lofty halls, 
and chambers, surveying with pe- 
culiar emotions the piles of spears, 
helmets, and various other articles, 
which were used by the old King. 
His ton jons and umbrellas were 
interesting objects gfcuriosity. All, 
all is given to the moles and bats. 
These insignia of the once haughty 
monarch of Burmah, the sight of 
which, as they glistened in the sun- 
beams, spread a feeling of dread 
over the surrounding, multitudes, 
now lie unheeded in the lonely 
chambers of a decaying temple. 
Under the eastern walls of the tem- 
ple we found numbers of people 
making and painting Ouks and 
Dounglons ; these are the same to’ 
natives of India, as tables‘and plates 
are to Europeans. I entered into 
conversation with these people on 
the subject of religion. Others col- 
lected around, and withont an ex- 
ception all listened for nearly an 
hour to the word of God. We 
gave them tracts, and during the 


‘The Roman Catholic Village. 


Jan. 11. Early this morning Br. 
Cutter and myself went to the Ro- 
man Catholic village, a:little west 
of the city. The village contains 
probably 150 persons, old and young. 
For some days past I have been re- 
peatedly invited to call and see the 
two Priests, who are Italians. We 
were no sooner seatee, than the oldest 
of the Priests announced his inten- 
tions of having a dispute on religion. 
Itold him as he did not understand 
English and as I did not understand 
Italian, the discussion must be car- 
ried on in Burman, a language which 
neither of us understood thoroughly. 
Without the formality of a single 
preliminary, the Priest began to hear 
an incredible number of questions 
upon me, but at last fixed on one 
“ What is preaching?” I answered, 
To declare the will of God as it is 
revealed in the Scriptures of the Old 
rand New Testament. He then in- 
quired, “Who are preachers?” 
replied, Those who preach Christ 
and the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of heaven. He then in- 
quired, ** What is the era of your his- 
tory?” I said, Our history begins 
1834 years ago, in the days of Christ. 
He inquired, “ And does not our his- 
tory begin at the same time?” I 
said, If you teach the same doctrines 
that were taught by Christ and the 
Apostles, then your history begins 
at the same time; butif you adhere 
tothe Pope of Rome, worship the 
image ofthe Virgin Mary, and pray 
to the dead, then your history begins 
five or six hundred years afier the 
days of the Apostles. He then said, 
“ Are you not a Protestant ? and did 
not Protestants take their rise, in the 
reign of Henry the eighth, King of 
England?” I replied, Protestants 
are those, who adhere to the revealed 
will of God, as taught in the sacred 
Scriptures, rejecting the traditions 
of men as injurious to the well-being 
of mankind. The Apostles protested 
against the traditions of the Jews, 
and all the idolatry of the heathen 
nations. All who followed in the 
steps of the apostles protested against 


day about 200 more were distributed. 


the errors of the world, and some 
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millions suffered death. In the days 
of Luther, Protestants increased 
rapidly ; and when Henry, king of 


_ England, threw off the Papal yoke, 


the Bible was published, and every 
where read. Since then, the dark- 
ness and errors of the world have 
been gradually passing away, and 


give unto thee the keys of the king- 
om of heaven, &c.”—- 

I replied, That Peter never re- 
ceived power to exercise authority 
over the other Apostles, is sustained 
by two arguments. 

1. In all the doings of the Apos- 
tle, we never find him exercising 


Protestants are no longer afraid of|such authority; but on the other 


being burned, because they preach 
Christ, and reject human traditions. 
Much desultory conversation ensued 
on the above-mentioned questions 
and replies, in which the priest made 
every effort to convince his people 
that all except Papists were secta- 
ries. It was now about 12 o’clock, 
and as Mr. Cutter and myself had 
left home before breakfast, I an- 
nounced our intention of returning. 
The Priest then said, it was his wish 
to discuss the subject still farther, 
if I was willing. My consent being 
given, the time of meeting was fixed 


onthe 13th, at 4 in the afternoon. 


Dispute with the Popish Priest. 


13. At four o’clock we repaired 
to the Roman Catholic village, and 
six of the disciples followed us. I 
took the New Testament in Greek, 
Hebrew, Latin, Portuguese, English, 
and Burman: also several Histories, 
Lexicons, and Dictioniries, which | 
supposed might be necessary in fix- 
ing dates, detinitions, &c. The Pa- 

ists were assembled, and _ the 

riests had got sitting beside them 
a Burman lawyer, aman who pleads 
causes before the Woon-Gees. Af- 
ter considerable conversation, it was 
agreed that the Burmese New Tes- 
tament should be the standard of ap- 
peal. The Priest then inquired, 
“among the twelve -apostles, was 
there not one Apostle who exercised 
authority over the eleven ? ” 

I answered, No. He then read 
Matthew 16th chapter, from the 
13th to the 19th verses, commenting 
on every clause. He said, “ Frown 
your own translations I can prove 
that the Apostle Peter was the rock 
on whichthe Church of God is built. 
A child cannot misunderstand it. 
Thou art Peler, and upon this rock I 
will build my church, and I will also 


hand, he was on one occasion, re- 
buked and reproved by the other 
Apostles for dissimulation. 


2. Many passages of Scripture, 
teach us, that the Apostles were 
equal so far as authority was con- 
cerned. I read Luke 22d chapter, 
from the 24th to-the 3ist verses, 
Matthew 19th, 27, 28, 29, and 30th 
verses; also several other passages, 
and then remarked, Here our Sa- 
viour reproves them for contending 
about. supremacy—compares it to 
the contention of heathen rulers who 
love dominion and authority—and 
then adds, But Ye shall not be so; 
but he that is greatest among you, 
let him be as the younger ; and he 
that is.chief, as he that doth serve. 
Then the Saviour says, ye shall sit 
upon twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. I then re- 
marked, that he who sat on a throne, 
held the keys of the empire: all the 
Apostles had thrones, and judged ; 
therefore they all held the keys of 
judgment. 

The Priest read his favorite pas- 
sage over again, and urged for a long 
time that Christ said of Peter, on this 
rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hel] shall not prevail against 
it,and then added. “These are the 
words of Christ, and not the words 
of men. What Christ teaches we 
must believe.” 

I replied, Christ did say, “ Thou 
art Peter and upon this rock 1 will 
build my church; and in order to 
know what Christ meant, we must 
read what Peter says about the rock 
on which the church of God is built. 
If we believe about this foundation 
rock as Peter did, we shal] not be 
wrong. I read and commented on 
Ist Peter, 2d chapter, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 
and 10th verse. Here the Apostle 
Peter teaches that all who have new 
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hearts, are living stones, built up a 
spiritual house, and acceptable to 
God, by Jesus Christ—also that Je- 
sus Christ is jthe chief corner-stone, 
elect, precious. To those who be- 
lieve on Him he is precious.’ He is 
the stone which the builders disal- 
lowed ; but is now, made the head of 
the corner. To this the Apostle 
Paul agrees: ‘Other foundation can 
no man lay than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.’ 

Considerable desultory conversa- 
tion followed, and not altogether 
unprofitable, I trust, to those who 
listened. Many heard more of the 
Scriptures, and of the way of life, 
than they ever did before. Thus I 
have given you a brief outline of the 
dispute—you have the argument 
‘ntire. The Priest acknowledged 
defore all the people that the Burman 
Testament was a faithful and literal 
translation. 4 

Increase of Attention at Ava. 


Jan. 15. For some time we have 
been occupying a zayat on the great 
street that leads to Ummerapoora. 
Great numbeis come an! listen to 
the word of God ;—7 or 8 hundred is 
the common number that attend in 
the course of the day. We give 
away from.2 to 4 hundred tracts in 
a day; but we refuse the greater 
half that ask, and must do so till we 
have stereotype plates. Occasion- 
ally we occupy the large gold zayat 
on. the south-west side of the city. 
We have two other places, where 
«nce and twice a week the gospel is 
smi to a considerable number. 
/isiters at the house as usual, 


Examinations and Baptism. 


Jan. 19. Lord’s day. After the 
morning services, we examined 
Moung Shwa-ra, a young Burman, 25 
years old. He has been an inquirer 

or nearly four months, and for some 
days past has been asking for bap- 
tism. We also examined acountry- 
born young man, who for five months 
poet has been an attentive inquirer, 
aving satisfactory evidence that 
they had passed from death to life, 
we voted to receive them among the 
number of Christ’s disciples. 


Jan. 20. This afternoon, at three 
o’clock, Br. Cutter and myself with 
two candidates for baptism, and sev- 
eral others accompanying us, repair- 
ed to the Irrawaddy. While reading, 
praying, and administering the ordi- 
nance of baptism, 18 or 20 Burmans 
came, sat down, and listened with 
great attention. The ordinance was 
administered but a few steps from 
the King’s water Palace, it being the 
most retired place, though every 
place here swarms with human be- 
ings. 

o us this is a‘solemn and inter- 
esting season : we trust itis the com- 
mencement of good days in Ava. 


Three interesting Inquirers. 


Jan. 25. Three persons called to- 
day who have been good inquirers 
for a long time, but have never be- 
fore frankly declared their faith in 
Christ. One of them is a young 
man of the first order. He says his 
mind is clear; he has found that re- 
ligion which gives him peace. It is 
joyful indeed to see such sterling 
talents under the influence of the 
Gospel. They have promised to at- 
tend on the following. Sabbath. I 
cannot doubt but they have faith, 
but I fear that baptism will bring 
them to a stand. . 

Jan. 27. Lord’s day. Had an ir- 
teresting assembly. ‘The three per- 
sons mentioned on the 25th came in, 
and brought two others with them— 
who are inquirers also. I preached 
from the passage, “ Except a man 
be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God.” 
After services were closed, we had 
much conversation, and I feel en- 
couraged to hope that they will ere 
long enter the visible kingdom of 
God, and become shining lights in 
the world. 

Great Attention. 


Jan. 28. Ko Shoon and Ko San- 
lone have just returned from the 
zayat we occupy on the at 
street towards Ummerapoora. The 
preached from 9 in the morning, till 
dark, to immense crowds of people. 
They think a thousand persons heard 
the Gospel. They gave away 400 
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tracts, and twice the number of peo-' 
ple asked for books. One Kathay, 
who lives pear the zayat, has become 
a hopeful inquirer. The Gospel is 
now sounding out into every town 
around, 

Jan. 29. The .4-choke-Woon (a 


nobleman who wears nine gold 


chains, and ranks with an Atwen 
Woon) sent me an invitation to call 
at his house, and converse on the 
subject of religion. 

This evening Br. Cutter and my- 
self called, and were treated with 
much civility. I told him in a few 
words the character of that Being’ 
whoin we adore, and the nature of 
that service which He requires. He 
at once inquired, “ Are you a priest ?” 
No. I am a teacher of religion. He 
asked a variety of questions, and on 
the whole appeared more anxious to 

atify his curiosity than to inform 

is mind. 


The Offence of the Cross. 


Jan. 30. Had a long conversation 
to-day with a man who professes to 
have obtained a clear knowledge of 
the living God by reading our bocks; 
but he says he cannot believe that 
Christ is the Son of God, and that he 
came into the world and died upon 
the cross for the good of man. I 
said, formerly you worshipped idols, 
and pagodas—now you cannot; and 
why? Because you have read the 
words of Christ, and know there 
isa living God. Now you do not 
see your own sins, and therefi re you 
reject Christ the only Saviour. 
Christ has given you all the light you 
have got, and yet you say you can- 
not believe in Him. 

That great lesson, that men are 
dead in trespasses and sins, is one of 
the hardest lessons for a heathen to 
learn. 


Encouraging State of Things. 


February 1. Great numbers at- 
tend in the zayat on the opposite 
side of the little river. Surely truth 
is breaking in upon the surrounding 
darkness, and if there is no inter- 
ruption to the work, some great revo- 


lution must take place. 


LETTER FROM REV. MR. KINCAID TO 
DR BOLLES. 


Ava, February 16th, 1834. 


Rey. and very dear Sir, 


The preceding extracts from my 
journal will enable you to judge of 
the probable prospect of the mission, 
becoming permanent in Ava. A re- 
cent occurrence mentioned in my 
letter will give you a little insight 
into the feelings of the Ministry. 
When Br. Cutter arrived with his 
press, I felt that it was an event 
that would bring the Ministers out, 
and it was with much anxiety we 
waited the result of their delibera- 
tions. An appeal to their own sense 
of justice, made them acknowledge 
that we ought to be allowed to have 
a printing-press in our house, and 
print whatever we pleased, and that 
we had a right to praise our own re- 
ligion, and give away our sacred 
books, ‘They said, “ Here isa book 
(the Investigator) which reviles our 
religion, and we cannot consent to 
have it viven to the people.” These 
deliberations took piace in public, 
and great numbers listened. We 
fee] that the special providence of 
God is watching over this little 
branch now planted in Ava. In 
your prayers for wretched Burmah, 
remember the cities of Ava, Um- 
merapoora, and Sagaing. O that 
God would have mercy on these 
towns, and bless the word of His 
grace. 

At present we are all well. The 
hot season, however, is near at hand, 
and we dread its influence. 


Opening for a Female School in Ava. 


P. S. Some time since, I mention- 
ed the subject of schools—that we 
had a few children. We now have 
6 who have learned to read. As 
soon as prudence will dictate, if we 
can get a room, we will gather in 
more scholars. Will not some of 
our Christian friends make up a box 
for schools in Ava? Mrs. C. and 
Mrs. K. could soon have a girls’ 
school from among the highest. class — 
in Ava, if they had the things neces- 
sary to teach them to sew, as well as 
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to read. We have nothing here and 
cannot obtain even a pair of scissors, 
for what 20 pair would cost in Amer- 
ica. If a few churches in the coun- 
try knew how much good they could 
do in this way, we should soon be} 
supplied. 


MAULMEIN. 

Our last advices from Mr. Judson, (see 
page 360, last volume) brought intelli- 
gence down to Jan. 31, 1834, at which 
date he had just completed the translation 
of the Bible into Burman. Our readers 
will rejoice in the brief notices which ful- 
low, of the progress of the Gospel in the 
vicinity of Maulmeif and Tavoy. 


MR. JUDSON’S JOURNAL. 


Newville, March 12, 1834. 
Cheering Visit to Newville. 


I have spent a few days in this 
place, where, on my arrival, I found 
the church consisting of 25 members 
only ; several having removed to the 
vicinity of the Chummerah church ; 
which, though of later origin, is now 
five or six times larger than the 
Newville.. Day before yesterday, 
and to-day, nine new members have 
been received at this place, and there 
are five or six others, with whom I 
feel satiafied; but, for various rea- 
sons, their baptism has been defer- 
red. In the number received, the 
most noticeable case, is that of Lau- 
sau, and wife. He isa petty chief, 
and possesses more personal influ- 
ence, than any Karen yet baptized 
in these parts. He has been consid- 
ering the Christian religion, with 
approbation, for three years, but has 
had great difficulties to encounter, 
resulting from his family connexions, 
and from his inveterate habit of tem- 
perate drinking. Until the present 
time, he could never resolve on 
adopting the principle of entire ab- 
stinence; but J trust that conviction 
of truth, "and love of the Saviour, 
have enabled him to gain the victory. 

16, On leaving Newville, it was 
mi intention to go up the Patah river ; 

but, not finding sufficient water this 
season, I turned into the Houng-ta- 
rau; and, ‘having visited a village, 


where there are several inquirers, 
returned to Maulmein. 


Revision of the Old Testament. 
April 1. Have been closely en- 


oe in revising a few books of the 
ld Testament for the press,—the 


regular printing of the whole being 


now commenced. I say, commenc- 
ed,—for the edition of the Psalms, 
which is out of press, we do not con- 
sider as forming a part of the pres- 
ent edition of the Old Testament ; 
for it will probably be expended be- 
fore long, and have to be reprinted 
in course with the rest of the work. 
To-day, dispatched Pallah, and 
three younger Karen assistants, to 
the aid of Lo Thah-byoo, in the vi- 
cinity of Rangoon, intending to pro- 
ceed thither myself before long. 


Visit to Tavoy. 


Tavoy, April 10. I arrived here 
on the evening-of the 6th instant. 
Am delighted with this station, and 
every thing about it. The few na- 
tive Christians, whom I have seen, 
together with the schools, appear ex- 
cellently well. But the glory of this 
station, the two hundred Karem con- 
verts, and their village, of Mee-tah- 
myo, I found myself not at leisure to 
visit. Indeed, I have hardly found 
time to step out of the mission inclo- 
sure, since my arrival; and, to-day, 
having received the benediction of 
the Rev. Mr. Mason, I embark for 
Maulmein, accompanied by Mrs. 
Judson, and the only surviving 
child of the beloved founder of the 
Tavoy station.. Once more, farewell 
to thee, Boardman, and thy long- 
cherished grave. May thy memory 
be ever fresh and fragrant, as the 
memory of the other beloved, whose 
beautiful, death-marred form reposes 
at the foot of the Hopia tree. 

A. Jupson. 

Rev. Dr. 


Bideria,. 


The death of Rev. Colston M. Waring 
is announced in the Herald published at 
Liberia, and just received in this coun 
He was pastor of the First Baptist Church 
in Liberia, and a member of the Council 
for the Colony. He died at the age of 42. 
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_ Held in Cincinnati, Ohio, Nov. 5, 1834, 


Bomestic. 

We have been furnished, by bro. Patti- 
son, with the following interesting article, 
to which we willingly give place, at the 
expense of other matter of less urgency 
and moment, prepared for this number. 


CONVENTION OF WESTERN BAP- 
TISTS. 


and several following duys. 


Religious sympathy, the ties of kin- 
dred and mutual! interest, must bind to- 
gether the eastern and western states 
of this country. We hope the bond is 
indissoluble. Yet nature has placed 


between us a high wall, which, though 
not insurmountable, is nevertheless of | 
difficult passage. ‘The lofty range of 
mountains running parallel with the 
sea coust, something like a hundred 
miles distant, makes a natural division 
fully realized, when we would cross over 
to them, or they return to us. Union 
of religious effort, therefore, must be 
made, rather in striving for the same ob- 
ject, and provoking each other to good 
works, than by a single organization. 
Though we may have one Lord, one 
faith, and one buptism, and may be of 
one spirit, yet we cannot conveniently 
be of one body. On this account, in- 
stead of attempting to bring every 
thing under the control of one great na- 
tional society, it has been deemed advi- 
sable to multiply the number of central 
points, located with special reference to 
the facilities of operation. The Baptists, 


_ therefore, in the States lying within the | & 


great Western Valley, organized a Soci- 
ety at Cincinnati, Ohio, 1833, to be 
called the Annual Convention of West- 
ern Baptists. 


Object of the Convention. 


The object of the Convention, is the 
advancement of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, throughout the world; but, with 
special reference to the religious condi- 
tion of the Mississippi Valley. They 
hope to promote this object, by means of 
such an organization; since, thereby, 
there will be not only a concentration of 
energies already in °xistence, but dor- 
mant ones may be awakened, and called 
into action. Greater efficacy is antici- 
pated, than could be realized by each 


madividual Christian, laboring alone and 
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single-handed; while thousands will be 
stimulated ta efforts, by being made ac- 
quainted with the active habits of oth- 
ers. ‘The Convention has no funds. It 


is not its object, to be responsible for the 
financial operations it may be the ineans 


of bringing into existence. It would 
originate by awakening a general interest, 
and would control by advice, but commit 
the detail to other hands. 


What the Convention is doing. 


With this object before them, and 
distinctly understood, they held their 
first Anniversary during the month of 
November last, in the same city where 
it was organized the year previous. 
There were present, as delegates, 38 
ministers, from 6 different States in the 
West; 7 who were delegates from sever- 
al of the most important benevolent so-_ 
cieties of the East. These, together 
with between 30 and 40 lay-brethren, 
constituted an organized body, of no lit- 
tle interest to witness, as was often felt, 
when accompanying them in their de- 
liberations, listening to their discussions, 
or imagining them as the heralds of sal- 
vation, and the defenders of the truth, 
amid the thickening multitudes that are 
settling that immense and fertile \ alley. 
Having appointed the Rey. J. L. Hol- 
man, Chairman, (Rev. S. M. Noel, the 
President, being absent,) and Messrs. 
J. Stevens, and C. Quirey, Secretaries, 
the Convention proceeded to business, 
which continued, with no other inter- 
ruption than that of the Sabbuth, until 
the following ‘Tuesday; being, in all, 6 
days. Our limits will not allow us to 
ive a minute account of the manner in 
which each of the several subjects was 
treated, and of the effects which may 
reasonably be supposed to follow. All, 
or nearly all of the benevolent opera- 
tions peculiar to the day, were brought 


-|under review; and, concerning some of 


them, measures were adopted for their 
immediate advancement. 

While institutions already in exist- 
ence, and in somewhat successfal opera- 
tion, such as the Tract, Sabbath School, 
Bible, ‘Temperance Cause, &c., were en- 
couraged to greater and more united 
efforts, the materials were collected and 
adjusted for a few others either entirely . 
new, or hitherto too imperfectly organ- 
ized to accomplish the good they ought. 

The cause of Home Missions, it is be- 
lieved, received a strong and well-direct- 
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ed impulse. The brethren of the West 
seemed fully to appreciate their relation 
to this department of religious effort ; 
both its importance to themselves, and 
their own duty in promoting its great 
undertakings. The following resolution 
may be taken as an expression of their 
feelings on this subject:— 


Resolved, That the efficiency of the ef- 
forts emploved hy the American Baptist 
Home Mission Socrety, which are mainly 
directed to the benefit of the western states 
and territories, will greatly depend, under 
God, upon the active co-operation of the 
Western Baptists. 


Though resolves of this kind are often 
little else than human breath, yet no one 
who was present, and witnessed the spirit 
manifested, could doubt, but that great 
and Jasting results must follow in favor 
of truth and piety. That many churches 
now destitute of one to break unto them 
the bread of life, will soon be supplied, 
while many new churches will be called 
into existence. 

Foreign Missions, also, were taken 
up de novo. Having never acted in 
concert, in their past contributions, 
and the great mass of the Baptists in 
the west, many of whom are alsundant- 
ly rich, having never been called upon 
to aid in this cause, the Convention rec- 
ommended to the Baptists of the Missis- 
sippi Valley, to furnish to the Baptist 
Foreign Mission the means requisite to 
sustain a Baptist Mission in the great 
Empire of China. A nobler enterprize 
could not have been selected. One 
more encouraging, at the present mo- 
ment, or more eminently adapted to 
awaken a strong and prevailing interest 
throughout that broad Valley. To plant 
the banner of the cross in the centre of 
the celestial empire is, indeed, a noble 
undertaking, and worthy of the magna- 
nimit y ofa people, whom nature, in the 
greatness of her physical features, has 
already inspired with corresponding con- 
ceptions. ‘To spread the light of revela- 
tion over the whole of that immense 
country, with its numerous provinces, 
over all of which, rests, as yet, an un- 
broken, and, as has hitherto been sup. 
posed, impenetrable cloud of moral 
darkness—to teach its crowded millions, 
whom sin has degraded, and an absurd 
reverence for antiquity has almost stereo- 
typed in stupidity—justification by faith, 


intellect, of him whom the Son 


makes free—is a spirit-stirring enterprise 


which a people, naturally susceptible, 
cannot contemplate, without thrilling 
emotions. We shall hear the inquiry 
from every quarter of that wide land, 
and fiom our thousands of churches 
there, Lord, what wilt thou have us to 
do ?— 

The cause of Education, especially of 
Ministerial Education, awakened if pos- 
sible a still deeper interest. The time 
occupied in deliberations on this. subject 
was sufficient to give it a patient and 
faithful investigation. The facts pre- 
sented, as to the wants of a thoroughly 
educated ministry, and the general des- 
titation of the means of Education in 
the west—facts thrown out ‘in free dis- 
cussions and elicited by enquiries, were 
of a highly interesting character. The 
subject became in the end engrossing; in 
which one found it dithicult to know, 
whether most to admire the spirit of 
brotherly kindness, which merged all 
minor differences and Sectional interests 
in the great cause itself, or the zeal 
which seemed to prompt all to deter- 
mined action. We left the Convention 
with the fall conviction that a new era 
in the cause of ministerial Education 
had commenced in the west. ‘The men 
who ought, and who alone can sustain 
this great undertaking, are the individ- 
uals who exhibit the most feeling, and 
the most decided determination. We 
do not remember to have witnessed at 
any similar meeting in New England so 
much interest on this subject. 

While there are a number of new lit- 
erary Institutidns, soon to be brought in- 
to operation in the different western 


States, over which the Convention have — 


no direct influence—they resolved to 
establish at some suitable point a Cen- 
tral Theological Sewinary—for the loca- 
tion of which and the farther develope- 
ment of its plans, an able and judicious 
Committee are now under appointment 
from the Convention. The growth and 
fival success of this Seminary will de- 
pend of course upon the character of the 
professors and the liberality with which 
the friends of Christ sha!] endow it. As 
to the former, they nust be mien of just 
practical knowledge, or they will never 
accomplish anything for the churches 
there, We do not mean showy, as the 
term is sometimes used, bat with much 


and the freedom of conscience and of sacred learning, and especially of the 
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principles of biblical interpretation, and their spirits have been stirred within 
with thorough and comprehensive views ; them. ‘They have, to use the words of 
of the great doctrines of divine revela- la missioniry in that great Valley, lifted 
tion. ‘They must also be thoroughly | their hands to heaven, and exclaimed, 
versed in a knowledge of human nature | ** Lord Jesus, this land shall be thine, 
—and be able by their intellectual | thy church will never give up the strug- 
grasp and an electrifying spirit, to de-| gle, till it be full of the knowledge of 
velope the minds of their pupils into an God.’? What can restrain the influence 
active, bold, and manly habit, like the of such men, and such a spirit? What 
free and restless spirits on which they | can check the speed with which the 
are to act; and yet to give them that | wheels of this mighty moral engine has 
evangelical bias, and impress upon them | already begun to roll? We do not say, 
that holy simplicity, so befitting the of- ‘the West is safe, but that it is safe if 
fice, and so indispensable to the success Christians do their duty—and they will. 
of the Gospel minister. As to the latter, | Christian principle is like Jeaven. It 
pecuniary endowment—the East must) will be diflused through the whole mass. 
assist. The Episcopalians reccive aid; Baptists may not do it. Christians will. 
from the East. ‘The Presbyterians con-| Aid if Baptists do not awake soon— 
tribute to the funds of their rising In-, God wil] not suffer them to do it. He 
stitutions in the West, their thousands. will pour upon them a spirit of deep 
The Pope endows his with tens of thou- | sleep and of delusion, and of increased 
sands—and shall not we? Shall we) covetousness. He will say, ‘Ephraim is 
calmly suffer our institutions of learning joined unto his idols, let him alone.’ 
and Theology to grow upto a stinted, But we do believe it will be done—that 
dwarfish stature—aluost useless to our- great Valley shall yet be made as the 


selves, and a by-word to others. It 
cannot be. Eastern intelligence and 
magnanimity, Christian benevolence 
and love of country will forbid it. 
The love of Christ will constrain us to 
contribute to our utmost. 


THE PROSPECTS OF THE WEST. 


garden of the Lord, And we do hope, 
and trust that our denomination will 
share in the glorious enterprize that they 
may partake in the reward. 


THE TEMPERANCE CAUSE. 
Twenty-sizth of February. The 


It is now asked what are the moral 
and religious prospects of the West? | 
We say good. Decidedly good. Not 
that the work is done, or even fairly 
commenced. Not that there are not. 
numerous and formidable obstacles 
be met and overcome. ‘There are igno- | 
rance, prejudice, an unsettled popula-. 
tion, heresies, popery, and infidelity, not” 
wholly unlike what exists among us, 
though developed under all the peculiar- | 
ities of a new country-—but with 
same depraved nature to act upon, as ev | 
ery where pervades our fallen race. Yet. 
to meet all this, is the Gospel— which is | 
the power of God,—and it is preached | 
there, and to a great extent in its trath | 
and simplicity. There arethe able min- 
isters of the New Testament, (whatever 
exceptions there may be)-——there are ac 
tive, praying, self-denying Christians, 
Literary and Theological Institutions, 
Tract, Sabbath School, and Bible socie- 
ties, and all these are rapidly increasing 
in number and in influence. There are 
men there also, who have looked 


over this broad field of moral Jabor, and | 


friends of temperance are requested to 
remember, that the 26th of February 
is the day for simultaneous meetings 
of all temperance societies .throughout 
the world. Let not the supporters 
of this noble cause, forget their obliga- 
tions to advance its prosperity by all 
possible mens. These anniversary 
meetings will have an important in- 
fluence ; timely preparation should 


therefore be made for them. As im- 


perfect as the reform has yet been, a 
great improvement is every where mani- 
fest in the morals of the community. 
The commercial interests are extensively 
feeling and supporting it, and the in- 
surance offices are offering a bounty on 
temperance ships. 


THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
CHURCHES, 

In one place, the inguiry is, ‘How 
shall we get along?’ In another, the 
word is, ‘ We will ahead—we must 
live the life of Christ.’ In the former 
case, the church uniformly languishes,— 
in the latter, the church is uniformly 
blest. 
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Ordinations.—Account of Moneys. 83 


ORDINATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS. 


Mr. Asa Drury, Professor of Lan- 
guages in the Granville College, (Ohio) 
was ordained to the work of the ministry, 
in Providence, (R. 1.) Sept. 13, 1834. 

Mr. JosePpH CALL, ordained pastor of 
the Baptist church, Berkshire, Tioga Co. 
(N. Y.) “7 2, 1834. 

Messrs. WiLuiaAmM G. CROCKER, and 
Rurus A. Lockwoop, late of the New- 
ton Theological Institution, ordained 
evangelists in the Baptist church of New- 
buryport, (™Mass.).Sept. 25, 1834. 

Mr. Esper CRrANB, late of the New- 
ton Theological Institution, ordained pas- 
tor of the Baptist church at Amesbury 
Mills, (Mass.) Sept. 13, 1834. 

Mr. ALLEN BuRRows, a recent grad- 
uate of Waterville college, ordained pas- 
tor of the Baptist church, Hallowell X 
Roads, (Me.) Sept. 23, 1834. | 

Mr. DEXTER MUNGER, ordained pas- 
tor of the Baptist church, Ashford, (Conn. ) 
Sept. 11, 1834. 


Mr. T.YMassey, late of the 
Newton Theological Institution, ordained 
pastor of the Baptist church, Bel ingham, 
(Mass.) Sept. 10, 1834. 

Mr. Tuomas O. Lincotn, late of 
Newton, ord. pastor of the Baptist church, 
Kennebunk, (Me.) Dec. 10, 1834. 

Mr. ALBERT G. PALMER, ord. pas- 
tor of the First Baptist church, Hopkinton 
city (R. I) Oct. 26, 1834. 

Ir. DaniEL JEWETT, ord..evangelist 
at Granville, (Ohio,) Oct. 25, 1834. 

Mr. Davip Tuomas, ord. evangelist 
at Philadelphia, Nov. 12, 1834, 

Mr. Wm. F. Newson, ord. evangelist 
at the Baptist church, Baldwin Place, 
Boston, Nov. 9, 1834. 

Mr. GEoRGE WarTERS, ord. pastor of 
Bap. church in Holden, (Mass.) Sept. 25, 
1834. 

Mr. Hutcuinson, ord. pastor 
of the Bap. church in Windsor, Vt. Nov. 
1834. 


Account of Moneys, received in Donations, by the Treasurer of the General 
Convention of the Baptist Denomination in the United States, for Foreign 
Missions, from Dec. 15, 1834, to Jan. 15, 1835. 


From Mrs. F. Leland, avails of gold beads, to be appropriated by 


Dr. Judson, 4,00 
A half guinea from a lady, by P. Bond, Eastport, Me., 2,42 
Bap. Convention of Vermont, by J. Conant, Esq. Treasurer, 300,00 
Martha West, Newport, R.I., in Prayer Meeting Miss. Box, 10,00 
Juvenile Miss. Soc. in Fed. St. Sab. School, for the support of 

Wm. Manning, a Bur. Boy, by H. E. Lincoln, Treasurer, . 25,00 
Rev. E. M. Pryor, of Horton, Nova Scotia, ‘a balance of $100 

for the sup. of a Bur. Child, named E, M. Pryor, 35,00 
W. Winterton, Esq., New York for sup. of Ko Thah-byoo, a 

Burman Preacher at Rangoon, 100 ,00 - 


The profits of a fair held at Augusta, Geo. to be used towards 


advancing the Redeemer’s kingdom in Burmah, 199,50 
for sup. of Moung Shway Moung and Ko Chetthing, $20 ea. 40,00—239,50 
by Mrs. M. Mabley and Mrs. J.Coskery, 
Collected in Hancock, Mass., by J. C. Murphy, 28,05 
Washington Bap. Asso., John Straight, Treas., pro tem. 53,83 
First Pres. Ch. Alleghany, Pa. from R. H. Davis, Treas. 


S. No. 1. 


3,06 


Bridgewater Association, Pa. M. S. Wilson, Treasurer, 52,00 


Dea. Jos. Reynolds of Phila., by handof H, Murphy, 20,00 
Friends in Auburn, by J. P. Benedict, 18 


Edward Johnson, Martinsburgh, 
Fem. Karen Soc., Paris, N. 


,00 
50,00 


-. in aid of Karen Teacher 12,00 


for the Burman Mission, 236,94 
A. Carmichal, $5, Dr. Babcock, $5, Rhoda Salisbury, 
_ $1, Mr. Lillibridge, $5, a friend $5 and $1,50, $5, » 
and $2,50, for Burman Schools, 30,00 
Abingdon Bap. Asso., Pa., by J. Manning, for Bur. a, me 2,00 
avails of three gold rings, 1,25 
Collected by Calvin Stone, 37,50—64,75 


“ 
> 


| 

4 

ey 
wy 


a: 


~ 


: 
aS 
= 
. 
| 
} 4 
| 
| 
| 
3 
Sea 
‘ : 
& 
| 
~~ 
lhe i 
fi 
: 
‘a 
« 
a 
| 
} q 
4 
a 
a 
rwarded by W. te, New Xork. —— 333,69 | 
at 
. 
/ 
| 
aa 
. 
a 


ie 


f 


ng 


= 
- 


4 


x 


3 


4 
if 
te 
t 


par 


84 ceount of Moneys.—To Correspondents. 
S. ©. Columbia, of Columbia, S. C., for Bur. Mies. 100,00 
Rev. Thomas Winter, of Northeast, N. Y., for Bur. Mission, 
omitted at the time, 24,00 
A. Day, Jr., W. Bradford, for Bur. Bible, by W. Nichols, . 3,00 
First Pres. Ch. S. S. No. 1, Alleghany, Pa. R. H. Davis, 
Treasurer, 2,38 


Franklin Co. Bap. Asso., C. Alden of Pittsfield, Tr., 
Ist Bap. Ch. Colerain, 14,20—Charlemont Bap. Ch. 5,50— 
Shelburn Falis, Bap. Ch., 19,35—Heath Bap. Ch. 14,56— 
Conway Bap. Ch., 5,25—Shelburn Bap. Ch., E. Sweet, 
for Bur. Miss., ,50 59,36 
Sherburne Falls Bap. Ch. 13,88—Heath Bap. Ch., 11,50— 
Anniversary Contribution, 10,42—Shelburne Bap. Ch., G. 
Hills, 50—W. Long, ,50—W. Long, Jr., ,50, for For. Miss. 37,30 
Heath Bap. Ch., for African Mission, 1,75 


Newton Bap. 8. S. Miss. Soc., for Mr. Simons’ School, 3,70 
A few married ladies of Mr. Malcom’s church, appropriated for 
the support of a native Burman or Karen Teacher, by Mrs. 
A. C. Driscoll, 100,00 
Boston Bap. For. Miss. Soc., Dea. James Loring, Treasurer, 
Collected at Baldwin Place Meeting House, June 29, 151,75 
Mr. Kingsbury, 2,00 
Collected at Baldwin Place M. H. July 7, 9,75 
66 Nov. 3, 14,10 


177,60 
Collected at First Bap. Meeting House, Pr. Meeting, June 2, 

20 ,35—Aug. 4, 13,60—Oct. 6, 14,00—Dec. 1, 8,25, and 

from First Bap. Soc., to educate a Burman Child, named 

William Hague, 25,00, by H. E. Turner, Treasurer, 81,20 
Collected at Charles St. Meeting House, Prayer Meeting, 

June 2, 17,14—Aug. 4, 13,54—Oct. 6, 13,74—Dec. 1, 


14 09—of L. W. Nichols, Dec. 3, 2,00, 60,51 
Female Miss. Soc. of Charles St. Church and Con., | 
Mrs. Sharp, Treasnrer, 62,10 
Charles St. Juvenile Miss. Soc., to educate a child 
to be mamed Harriet Newell Andem, 25,00 
—— 147,61 


Collected at Federal St. Baptist Meeting House, Pr. 
Meeting, duly 7, 11,31—Sept. 1, 8,00—Noy. 3, 


18,04, 37,35 

A previous balance in bands of Dea..Loring, 66 
—— 444,42 
Sebery Fish, by D. Root, 1,00 
Sturbridge Asso. Miss. and Ed. Soc. Col. Ed. Phillips, Tr. 93,92 
D. Childs, of Cotuit Village, Mass. by W. Nichols, 50 

Am. Tract Society, by O. R. Kingsbury, Esq. Assistant 

Sec’y. for Bur. Miss., 2500 ,00 


H. LINCOLN, Treasurer. 


NOTE. The unexpected length of some very important articles in the present 
number, has crowded out our Literary Notices and Religious Summary. They will 
be more full in our next. | 

Will not our Correspondents give us some short and stirring articles on topics of 
present or permanent interest. The more point the better, but they must be brief te 
suit our pages. 
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